REVERENCE IN WORSHIP

“We Must Worship The Right Object.”

In his debate with the Devil, Jesus affirmed that God alone was worthy of worship
(Matthew 4:10). To say that the object of our worship should be God may seem rather
obvious, but such is not the case. Throughout history and even today, people need to be
reminded that God, and God alone is the proper object of our worship.

o The gnostics of the first century worshiped angels (Colossians 2:18).

o Many tribal and Eastern Religions engage in ancestor worship, and countless
people worship departed saints of the past, especially Mary, the mother of Jesus.

Such overt attempts at replacing God as the only object of worship may be easily
identified in the above examples, but there is a more subtle practice taking place today
that, in effect, removes God from His throne and bows down to another object.

o Who is it that has supplanted God? I'm talking about the very members of the
Church and sometimes even non-members, the man in the world, or as church
growth people refer to him, “unchurched Harry.”

o Consider: When we care more about how the world views our worship service
than how God views it, we have dethroned God.

o When we introduce activities into worship which are pleasing to the world, but fail
to consider if those actions are pleasing to God, we have dethroned God.

When we survey our neighborhoods to discover what they want in an effort to get
them to come to church, but fail to survey God’s Word to discover what He
wants, we have dethroned God.
As much as we should love the world and desire the salvation of all who are lost, we
must remember that worship is not about “the people”

o It's not directed toward “visitors,” and it doesn’t necessarily have to please
‘members” either!

God is the only being deserving of our worship. He, and he alone, is sovereign. Now let’s
be sure and act like it, and not allow the intended object of our worship to drift away from
God.

“We Must Worship With The Right Attitude.”

In John 4:24, Jesus stated that we must worship God in spirit and in truth. Joshua
24:14 gives us Divine commentary on John 4:24. “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve
Him in sincerity and in truth...”
o A sure observation that can be made from these passages is that a certain
attitude must accompany the worship we offer to God.
So, to worship God “in Spirit” means worship Him with the correct attitude.
Joshua 24:14 teaches us the correct attitude to have toward God when
worshiping Him, and that correct attitude is “sincerity.”
o That word “sincerity” in the Hebrew means “complete, whole, entire, sound.”



e |n Matthew chapter 6, we learn that good actions are worthless if not accompanied with
proper attitudes. Charitable deeds, prayers, and fasting are all noble practices, but when
accompanied with an improper attitude (to be seen of men), they are vain.

o In other words, God is not interested in empty ritualism. He desires that one’s
attitude (one’s spirit) be engaged in the worship.

e Worship is more than simply a roll call of the redeemed, but should be an event when
holy men and women humbly approach God with reverence and awe, and genuinely pay
homage to Him as their Creator and Savior.

o Some of the most severe rebukes God ever directed toward His children involved
worship that was offered without the spirit (See Malachi chapters 1-3).

e | dare say that many Christians will arise early on Sunday, put forth a diligent effort to get
the children out of bed and ready, drive to the church building, go to Bible class, sing
songs, bow their heads in prayer, partake of the Lord’s Supper, and respectfully sit while
the lesson is being presented, then depart for their homes having never accomplished
what they intended to accomplish!

o Infact, instead of pleasing God, they have angered God by their routine actions
devoid of spirit.

o Many of us know how easily worship can be offered without the proper spirit.
Therefore, it would probably serve us well to make preparations for this event.
After all, we’re not going to attend a trivial event as spectators, but rather we are
entering the presence of Almighty God, not as spectators, but as participants.

“‘We Must Worship God With The Right Actions.”
e According to John 4:24, we must also worship God according to truth. Jesus also tells us
that God’s Word is truth (John 17:17).

o Consequently, if our worship is to be acceptable to God, we must worship Him
according to the authoritative instructions of His Word.

o The acts of worship that we employ must be authorized by God if they are to be
acceptable (Colossians 3:17).

e The standard of what we offer to God as worship is not regulated by our likes and
dislikes; by our talents; or by our imagination, but by the revelation of God’s Will.

o In the same epistle in which God demands divine authority for all our beliefs and
practices, He also condemns “will worship” (Colossians 2:22-23), or worship that
one devises and prescribes from themselves.

e |f we are performing an act of Worship to God but have no Scripture (or authority) from
God’s Word to do said action, then we are NOT worshiping God in Truth (according to
His Word)!

Food for Thought:
The more we worship God (in spirit and in truth), the closer we get to God (James 4:8) and the
closer we get to each other (Malachi 3:16-18).



Conclusion:

John 4:24 is a foundational text for understanding the nature of true worship. Jesus calls us
beyond external rituals and locations to worship God in a way that engages our spirit and is
grounded in truth.

As Christians, we are called to worship with sincerity and in accordance with the truth
revealed in Scripture.
o In doing so, we honor the God Who is Spirit and Who desires to be worshiped.
We must realize that there are a set of standards involved in true worship.
o True worship involves the proper attitude (in spirit) and the proper actions (in
truth).
o When both of these matters are carefully observed “true worship” will result.
As we worship God, let us do so with the utmost awe and reverence.
o Let us confine ourselves to those actions which God authorizes in His Word, and
let us worship Him with passion.
Our worship should never be a weariness (1 John 5:3), but a time of spiritual renewal
(Hebrews 10:22-25).

1 Peter 2:5, says that we offer “Spiritual Sacrifices” to God “through” Jesus Christ.

You cannot offer sacrifices “through” Christ if you are not “in” Christ.
o To be “in Christ” you must be baptized! (Galatians 3:27)
o In other words, you cannot worship God if you are not a member of the Body of
Christ which is the Church of Christ!
How do | become a member of the Church of Christ!?
Hear God’'s Word (Romans 10:17)
Believe that Jesus is the Christ, Son of the Living God (John 8:24)
Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3-5)
Confess that Jesus is the Son of God (Romans 10:9)
Be Baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38)
Remain Faithful until death (John 8:51; Revelation 2:10)
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