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Big Spring Church of Christ: AM Bible Class 

MAKE IT PLAIN: THE PREQUISITES FOR MAKING SCRIPTURE PLAIN  

Thesis Statement:   

What we will come to find through this study is to make scripture plain one has to have the 

plain character, the right words, and a just reasoning process for truth to make sense to others. 

Thus, making the path as clear as possible to see truth and understand what the will of the Lord 

is… 

Thesis Statement: 

Life’s demands at times present with many different challenges but as stewards we have 

everything we need to meet these challenges both physically and spiritually through the treasure 

we have been entrusted to keep and with a treasure there are also expectations to understand 

what we have been given so that we will be able to make gains and even ask for help along the 

way to be found faithful… 

Thesis Statement: 

The elements that form natural law serve a foundation to help us to comprehend that the heaven 

and earth could never be renovated on the day of Jesus Christ Return and when the word of God 

is out of the way that fire that had been kept will burn all the elements up leaving nothing to 

build upon but only to create something new… 
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AM BIBLE CLASS — PREREQUISITES FOR MAKING SCRIPTURE PLAIN 

Introduction 

 The ability to talk plainly about scripture is the solution to the lives of people who claim, 
“the scriptures are too difficult” or “the bible is hard for me to understand.”  At times we attempt to 
be too sensitive to the living, but even sensitivity is not plain. Consider the word “euphemism” this 
is a word that takes plain words and elevates them to a more sensitive level. The formal definition of 
euphemism according to Merriam-Webster:  

[Is the substitution of an agreeable or inoffensive expression for one that may offend 
or suggest something unpleasant.] 

[Note: Fenced Laws of the traditions of the elders cf. Mk. 7.4-8]  

This is demonstrated best through Jesus’ expression of Lazarus 
having passed away (Jn. 11.11-14). The context Jesus talking 
and walking with his disciples moving towards Martha and 
Mary’s house having heard the news of their brother, Lazarus. 
The euphemistic expression concerning Lazarus was “Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 
sleep.” Jesus used “sleep” making “death” sound inoffensive. 
However, this word “sleep” brought about more confusion. We 
know this because they thought he used sleep as of taking rest 
in sleep. Jesus then to put it plainly he said, “Lazarus is dead.”  
The word “plainly” refers to a type of speech that is unreserved 
or we would call it bluntness. Therefore, scripture seems to help 
us to know that there are times when sensitivity should be used and other times one needs to be 
plain. There are subjects that are made simpler or more sensitive which are typically of death (Eccl. 
12.5; Deut. 31.16), sexuality (Gen. 38.9-10), and parables (Matt. 13.34-35). When it comes to basic 
truth this needs to be expressed as plain as possible to avoid confusion (Acts 14.3; cf. Acts 13.46; 
Acts 19.8 “speaking boldly” refers to be frank in utterance, freedom in speaking, which supports our 
definition of the word “plainly.” [Note: Just because someone speaks plainly doesn’t mean they are 
speaking truth cf. Acts 18.26] Therefore, to speak plainly is not always clear in matters of truth we 
want to give some prerequisites of making scripture plain.  

The Prerequisites of Making Scripture Plain 

 We think of prerequisites in terms of the word “plain” drawing from scripture our points that 
will form three prerequisites of making scripture plain.  What we will come to find is to make 
scripture plain one has to have the character, the right words, and a just reasoning process for truth 
to make sense to others. There three Hebrew words that emphasize the aspects of plain:  

The Pharisees created 

over 1,500 additional 

"fence laws" to keep 

people from disobeying 

the 613 commands in 

the Old Testament. 

These "fence laws" 

were man-made 

restrictions built around 

God's commands” 
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Tam = sound, wholesome, syn. Complete, morally innocent having integrity (cf. Gen. 25.27; 
Psalm 37.37; Perfect is the word) 

Nakoah = plain, right, straight, right in front of you; right things (righteous words cf. Prov. 
8.8,9; Opposite Isa. 30.10 is right things = flattery)  

Misor = plain, Level, uprightness, or just i.e., smooth (emphasizes a path I can see; Psalm 
27.11)  

These words frame the prerequisites and what they are able to do when making scripture plain. One 
has to have a character of moral integrity and is wholesome, then he or she will have to speak 
righteous words in such a way that will produce a process of reasoning that makes the way smooth 

and just. In many ways we function as John the Immerser did in 
preparing the way for the glory of the Lord.  The concept of 

preparing the way is very much taking what seems like an 
unfinished puzzle needing to be put together (Ephesians 5.17; 
Isaiah 40.3-5; cf. Lk. 3.-4-6). Here what is unfolding is this 
shuffling of mountains and valleys as a figure so the glory of the 
Lord can be seen clearly and plainly. This is what we are doing 
with our character, our righteous words, and our just reasoning 

process is how people are able to see the truth plainly.  

Illustrations  

Daniel (Daniel 5.5-6; 11-12, “character”); (Dan. 5.17-24; 25 “righteous words” Mene = 
Numbered; Tekel = weighed; Upharsin = Divide); (Dan. 5.26-28 just reasoning or sense.  

Ezra (Neh. 8.1,2,4-6; “character”); (Neh. 8.8a “read…the word distinctly” cf. Ezra 4.18 
accurately, word-for-word); (Neh. 8.8b “just reasoning or sense” two parts 1) sense insight 
to what it means and 2) to discern or separate mentally so as to understand application.  

What about the New Testament? 

This will break down similarly in the New Testament but in concepts such as reading, 
studying, interpreting properly, and then applying it. Reading is how knowledge is gained 
(Acts 8.30-33; Acts 13.15). Studying is the both the eagerness and the intense mental 
application (Eccl. 12.12; cf. 2 Timothy 2.15; James 3.13) this is diligence or eagerness, and 
the second part is rightly dividing which refers to make straight and smooth, to teach truth 
directly and correctly). Interpreting Properly – is the idea of hermeneutics the science of 
interpretation and exegesis the drawing out (cf. Jn. 1.18) but put plainly the process of 
evaluating words to determine the right meaning (Jn. 9.27, Lk. 24.27). Finally, putting it into 
action or doing what truth teaches us to do (cf. Matt. 7.24; Jn. 9.31).  

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Am Sermon: A Faithful Steward 

Introduction 

Life places upon us many demands. These demands can be categorized in five domains 1) 
spiritual, 2) family, 3) work, 4) health, and 5) community. In each of these domains they could be 
summarized by life changes. For example: singlehood, marriage, 
separation, new jobs, old jobs with new responsibilities, job loss, 
financial stress, becoming a new parent, illness, ailments, 
soreness, chronic pain, planning events, study, and balancing of 
them all according to the will of God. An ancient philosopher, 
Heraclitus in 600s BC expressed the sentiment “…the only constant 
in life is that it’s always changing…” but before Heraclitus was the 
God of the Bible and He created life to take its form in cycles (Eccl. 
1.4-7). We notice variations of cycles taking place like the human 
life cycle, the cycle of time through the rising of the sun and going 
down of the same, to even the water cycle. The Apostle Paul would 
summarize this concept of cycles in a universal law expressed “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” (Gal. 6.7). We understand that where we are 
in life maybe in different places or at didn’t times (Eccl. 3.1-8) but knowing that God will make all 
things beautiful in his time (Eccl. 3.11) we continue to stay the course to our best to meet the 
demands of life according to the will of God. These demands that life challenges us with are no 
different than demands or requirements placed upon stewards.  

We are Stewards 

The Apostle Paul writing to a trouble Corinthian Church reminding them of the requirements 
or demands in stewards (1 Cor. 4.1-2). Here the Apostle Paul in a general way asks them to 
account, that is, reckon up all the reasons that demonstrates that they were ministers of Christ and 
all the reasons that demonstrate they are stewards of the mysteries of God, then to make a 
judgment of them based upon all those reasons. Then, he also speaks to them that it is required 
(i.e., demand, to seek) in stewards (the manager of household or household affairs) that a man be 
found faithful. The evidence that Paul and his companions as ministers and stewards ought to add 
up to something. Just like each of us as stewards should have evidence that adds to something. But 

what is the evidence that we are looking for as stewards? The head 
of the household or proprietor gives or entrusts the management of 

understand that in life God entrusts us with these responsibilities 
to our families and to each other as Christians so much so that he 
made this a qualification for elders (cf. 1 Tim. 3.4-5) and a 
mentoring moment for mothers to teach young women to be 

keepers of the home (Titus 2.5; “taking care of household affairs”). How can one who isn’t a good 
steward over his house ever lead properly overseeing the house of God (cf. Gal. 6.10; 1 Cor. 3.9; 1 

What are some demands

in your life?

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

Steward are his affairs (cf. Lk 12.42-43), the care of his varied business 
activities, duties with employees, and even children not yet of age 

managers of (cf. Gal. 4.1-2) are the all-encompassing demands of stewards. We 

household affairs 
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Tim. 3.15). How can a young woman keeper her home properly if she is not taught how too?  How 
we rule and how we keep our homes serves as evidence of our stewardship. We are stewards 
physically which helps us to apply these similar concepts to being spiritual stewards also of what 
God has given us.  

Stewards of the Lord’s Business 

 The Lord has a business (Lk. 2.49) and Jesus described to his mother “…I need to be about 
my father’s business. We are told not be slothful in the Lord’s business (Rom. 12.11).  Jesus Christ 
is the head of the church, the body (Col. 1.18) and purchased this church, this body with his blood 
(Acts 20.28). He also left us gifts (Eph. 4.8.11-12) for the maturation of the church. When one obeys 
the gospel he or she is added to his church, and now 
have this treasure (i.e., the gospel) in earthen vessels (i.e., 
people of God) and now are stewards over (2 Cor. 4.7) the 
business of the Lord. The lifestyle and choices a steward 
make ought to reflect the treasure that is within us, which 
serves as spiritual evidence of our stewardship. Therefore, the 
demands in stewards Paul states are that a man be found 
faithful to have this result one would to have stacked all the evidence together and deeming one 
with the attribute of trustworthy. This provides us with the foundation required to come to our text 
this morning in Luke 19.11-20 the nobleman’s ten pound (or minas).  

The Parable of the Nobleman’s Ten Pounds 

 Somewhere between Jericho (Lk. 19.1) and Jerusalem (Lk. 19.28) the disciples and the 
multitudes were following Jesus and he made a stop at Zacchaeus house and ended with a 
message of deliverance and purpose (Lk. 19.9,10). The audience heard these things, and he added 
and spoke a parable because he was near Jerusalem, and they thought the kingdom of God should 
immediately appear.  Jesus felt the need to speak a parable to further address the thoughts that 
were being made. We look at a parable in light of the physical to extend it to the spiritual. There are 
a few points we want to take from this parable and make application to our lives.  

 #1 Jesus gave us the gospel message (vs. 13) 

  Here the pound represents the treasure that we have in earthen vessels and Jesus 
left this treasure for us to occupy, which means to busy oneself till he returns. The gospel, the 
treasure is a lifetime pursuit of holiness and righteous living. This is why we have passages such as 
“seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…” This is why we have passages that teach 
us to labor and to know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 15.58; Heb. 4.11). This is why 
we have passages that teach us to follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, etc. (1 Tim. 
6.11). The question upon obedience putting the gospel of Jesus Christ how have you occupied the 
treasure? What have you busied yourselves with that will bring about some gain?  

 #2 Jesus wants us to gain something (vs. 16-17) 

  Here upon the return of the nobleman the first servant and the second servant 
presented a gain in their pound. One gained 10 and another gained 5. The idea of gain from the 
nobleman is to thoroughly occupy oneself through conduct of his business. Meaning when the 
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report comes in a different word is being used to suggest the additional work that one did. The 
treasure is the minimum and to build upon that we have to exercise our minds to discern good and 
evil (Heb. 5.14) and to make application. The notion is to do all that you can do to fulfill your 
capabilities. To put it practically we all must evangelize, and we all must participate in the divine 
worship service to God the Father through Jesus according to the Spirit’s teaching, along with doing 
good unto all men. When consider all of the options there is plenty to choose from in the church. 
One could be hospitable, one could go and visit other members, some could help with the bible 
class aids and helps, and much more could be said of the work that needs to be done. So, examine 
yourself to the point of asking is there more I could do but I have allow worldly things to get in the 
way. Jesus has an expectation of a servant performing his or her duty. Are you gaining something for 
Jesus and his kingdom?  

 #3 Excuses will cost you in the End (vs. 20-23) 

  Another servant presented the nobleman with his same pound in a napkin. Then 
confessed that he believed the nobleman to be an austere man (which means harsh, rough, rigid) 
and that he ultimately didn’t want to waste what the nobleman gave, so he did nothing. Notice the 
response of the nobleman (vs. 22). Did you hear that if the demands of stewardship because so 
difficult that fear begins to paralyze he suggested why not get some help. Oftentimes we believe 
that we must do things alone but rather we simply just need to ask for help. This is one of the most 
challenging things in my lifetime to hear people say I don’t like asking for help. I submit to you this 
morning we need to get better at asking for help and allowing that help to come. Else we will find 
ourselves like this servant being designated a wicked servant because he simply made excuses and 
didn’t ask for help and will find himself removed from the kingdom.  

Conclusion 

 The demands of life as stewards will always be there and knowing that God makes all things 
beautiful in his time allows to be patient and wait for him. We are called to be stewards of the things 
we have and the people in our household and to be found faithful with much evidence. These 
physical aspects moved into the spiritual stewardship of the Lord business provides for us the 
foundation to be able to lead and mature the church and by examining the parable of the nobleman 
we as stewards have a message, a treasure that will provide us with gains in life even if we are 
fearful as long as we ask for help we will be found faithful and will receive that crown of life (Rev. 
2.10).  

Additional Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PM Sermon: The Renovated Earth is Happening…. 

Introduction 

 My assignment tonight is to preach on the Renovated Earth. And so, I have entitled the 
lesson “The Renovated Earth is Happening…”  It was said this way for us to begin to think about and 
have our ears attuned to what will be taught this evening. Our duty is to be active listeners of 
information and then to test that information through individual study and meditation so that God 
maybe found true. We want to lay a foundation this evening that will give you confidence and that it 
will stand firm, above any argument that one might bring as an opposing view and suggest that the 
physical earth will remain. Luke records in the book Acts chapter 2:23 that there was determinate 
counsel and a foreknowledge of God that was outside of time that made determination before time 
even existed. The Psalmist would express “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.” (Psa. 
119.89) therefore, the word of God was determine before the plan was implemented. The Prophet 
Isaiah would say “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are 
not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:” (Isa. 46.10) therefore, 
the counsel of God was known before the world even began. This is why we have verses that make 
statements such as “…before the foundation of the world…” (John 17.24; Matt. 25.34; Eph. 1.4; 1 
Pet. 1.20). We establish this because everything is known before time was even created.  

Framed and held together by the Word of God 

We begin to come to understand that everything that will be created is framed and held together by 
the Word of God. Three elements came into existence simultaneously which are found in Gen. 1.1. 
Notice that in the beginning (time), God created the heaven(s) (space) and the earth (matter) and 
without these things coming into the existence simultaneously the world would have a problem. If 
there was matter and no space where would you put it? If you had matter and space but no time 
when would you put it? This is why there is a time, space, and matter continuum. These are the first 
elements that all systems would be built. These equally are held together by the WORD of God 
(John 1.1-3, cf. Heb. 1.3; Heb. 11.3; Col. 1.17). Jesus the glory of the WORD the second person of 
the Godhead and was subject to the Father and ordained as judge giving him all authority and 
power in heaven and on earth (Jn. 1.14; Matt. 28.18; Acts 17.31; John 5.31; 1 Cor. 11.3) and it is 
because of this he has been exalted to the right hand of majesty on high. It is through HIM that all 
things now consist. Therefore, these three elements (time, space, and matter) were framed and 
held together by the Word of God.  

The Flood 

 When the world (the inhabitants) found themselves in wickedness something needed to be done 
with this wickedness. In fact, the Bible teaches us something was done about this wickedness in 
the Global flood. Notice in Genesis 6.5-7 where the Bible describes that God saw the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth even to the imaginations and thoughts of man’s heart being evil. Notice 
in verse 13 the end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence, and I will 
destroy (decay -in bodies) them with the earth (land). Dropping down to verse 17 here it is 
expressed in a summary (cf. Genesis 6.17). Therefore, what is decaying is anything that has the 
breath of life under the heaven and in the earth. The flood comes and the water rises, and heavens 
open up and it rained 40 days and 40 nights (Gen. 7.11-12).  What this emphasizes to us is that time, 
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space, and ultimately matter was left unaffected in this process. The water begins to recede and in 
Genesis 8. 1-2 help us to see the system that God has created from the beginning resume its 
process. Matter hadn’t gone anywhere because the mountain of Ararat still remained (Gen. 8.4), 
along with the olive tree that was plucked by the Dove (vs. 11). So, when considering the flood these 
three elements stayed in tacked, so that when they stepped off the ark the Bible in Genesis 8.22 
expresses the idea that these elements time, space, and matter should not cease. What we 
extrapolate from these elements is what we would come to realize as natural law.  

The New Covenant attached to the Elements 

These elements, natural law would then be attached to the new covenant. Notice in Jeremiah 
31.35,36; 33.25 and what these passages will teach us is that God binds his promise of a new 
covenant with natural law deduced is time, space, and matter. If these cease so does the seed of 
Israel. So, why are we talking about natural law, deducted time, space, and matter in the context of 
the renovated earth. This is a question so now let’s turn to wisdom to answer it. God is unwilling for 
any to perish (2 Peter 3.9). In the book of 2 Peter 3.4-7 let’s begin here to tie in the lesson to our 
subject. We have scoffers, that is, mockers, that are saying where is the promise of his coming? 
Things continued as they were from the beginning. But what escapes their minds it that by the word 
of God the heavens of old and earth standing out of the water and in the water while the world 
(living things) was being overflowed with water. If we connect the word of God was holding together 
the heavens and the earth, that is, time, space, and matter while it was being flooded. He also is 
holding together by the same word of God fire against the day of Judgment. This is the mercy that 
God has for mankind to come to repentance and come to the knowledge of the truth (cf. 1 Tim. 2.4).  

The Elements will Burn up 

In 2 Peter 3.10-13 will begin to connect everything together. Consider verse 10 and 12 and how it 
identifies the word “elements”, and this word means any first thing. Can you identify the three 
elements that are the first elements? Yes, because it is time, space, and matter. Do you see that? 
When these chief elements are melted with fervent heat, dissolved there is nothing else to build or 
to renovate. So, it means there has to be something new altogether, which we find in verse 13 a new 
heavens and new earth wherein all righteousness dwells. So, however, someone explains this false 
teaching of renovated earth: it can be answered with this 
foundational argument. And what we as Christians should be 
examining is verse 11 and verse 14 knowing that these elements 
are going to burn up. This evening, we need to understand that fire 
is being held back by the very word of God you have in your hands. 
This evening, we need to understand is our conduct, our 
conversation, and our godliness up to the standard of the word of 
God. When you examine yourselves this evening are you without 
spot and blameless?  

Illustration (Genesis 13.10; 19.24) 

How would you connect this illustration to the thought process given above? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


