
Examples of Reverence: Abraham
Isaac as a Type of Christ

Tex: Genesis 22:1-14

(Verse 1) The KJV says that “God did tempt Abraham” and yet James 1:13 says “Let no one
say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone.”

● The Hebrew word for “tempt” in Genesis 22:1 is the same word used for “test, or
prove.” When God told Abraham to offer his son upon the altar, it was to test or prove
Abraham for the purpose of declaring his faith. So God did NOT “tempt” Abraham, He
actually proved him.

○ Now the question arises: Who was God proving Abraham’s faith to?
● God does NOT test men in order to confirm His own knowledge of them, but to manifest

what they are, to themselves and to others.
○ In doing this, His rewarding or punishing them may appear the more wise and

equal, or His blessing them the more gracious.
● Abraham may not have known that this event would be recorded in the Holy Scriptures

for others to learn about, but God did.
○ So God was proving Abraham’s faith to Abraham himself and to all those who

would read of this account, to provide Hope (Romans 15:4) and Faith (Romans
4:23-25)

○ Remember: “Faith that has not been tested cannot be trusted!”
(Verse 2a) God said to Abraham “Take your only son Isaac,” but Isaac was not the only son of
Abraham. At this time Abraham had another son named Ishmael (see Genesis 16:15-16). So
what is going on here? Did God forget about Ishmael?

● You see Isaac was not Abraham’s “only” son in the traditional sense, but he was the only
son of promise, that is the one which had been promised through Sarah and through
whom the seed line would lead to the Messiah (see Genesis 17:17-19). Thus God was
correct in what He said.

○ Remember: When it comes to WORSHIP, God does NOT accept what He
does NOT authorize!

■ Examples: Instrumental music, sinners prayer, man-made traditions, etc.
● God promised to give Abraham and Sarah a son, and having Ishmael was their attempt

to obtain God’s promise their own way.
○ God has promised to give us salvation through His Son Jesus (John 3:16), yet

so many people are still trying to obtain God’s promise their own way.
○ We must remember that our ways are NOT God’s ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).
○ We must trust in God and lean NOT on our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).
○ We must recognize there’s only ONE WAY, Jesus is the way (John 14:5-6)!

(Verse 2b) The text goes on to say: “your only son Isaac, whom you love.” It is interesting to
note that the word “love” appears for the first time in Scripture here in verse two. Please
consider the following lengthy quote:



● “It does seem strange, at first, that ‘love’ is first mentioned, not in connection with the
love of a man for his wife, of a mother for her children, of brotherly love, of love for
country, or even of man’s love for God. Instead, it is used in connection with the love of a
father for his son. Furthermore, it is used in connection with the sacrificial offering of that
only, and beloved, son. The deep love of a father for his only son (yet a father who is
willing to sacrifice him) is thus inferred to be representative of the most complete and
meaningful concept of the very word ‘love’ itself.” (see 1 John 3:16).

● This might seem puzzling until we realize that in Abraham and Isaac, God is giving us a
beautiful picture of God the Father and God the Son.

○ That Isaac is a type of Christ is seen by Galatians 3:16, and that the experience
of Abraham and Isaac on Mount Moriah is a type of the offering of Christ on
Mount Calvary is seen by the terminology in Hebrews 11:17-19.

● Now let’s notice a very remarkable and beautiful evidence of divine planning in the very
structure of Scripture. The first time love is spoken of in in the Gospel accounts Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John:

○ “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:17).

○ “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.’” (Mark 1:11).

○ “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice
came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well
pleased.’” (Luke 3:22).

○ “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16).

(Verse 2c) Abraham was to offer Isaac on one of the mountains in “the land of Moriah.”
● The place for the offering is also important to mention, because Moriah is usually

associated with the temple site in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 3:15).
● The Bible does not directly say that the place intended was Jerusalem but that is the

most likely place.
○ 2 Chronicles 3:1 speaks of Solomon building the temple in Jerusalem on Mount

Moriah (see 2 Samuel 24:18ff). Because of this, some have suggested that the
site could very well have been the exact place where Jesus was crucified
(Golgotha).

(Verse 3) The birth of Isaac seems to have produced a much stronger faith in Abraham.
● Note Abraham's immediate response, from then on, to God's instructions to him.

Abraham did NOT argue, doubt, nor did he even question God about His request; He
simply did what God commanded him to do.

○ Now that’s obedient Faith!
(Verse 4) Notice that it took Abraham exactly “three” days to reach the place of which God had
told him.

● “The entire time that Abraham was traveling, in his mind, Isaac was as good as dead.”
○ Both Isaac and Christ were dead for three days: Christ literally; Isaac figuratively.

(Verse 5a) Abraham told his young men that he and Isaac were going to go worship.



● In verse 2, God told Abraham to sacrifice his son, and yet Abraham said that he was
going to go worship.

○ What is the Biblical purpose of sacrifice? Is it not to Worship?
○ This is because worship equals sacrifice.

● When we worship God we offer up spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5).
○ Spiritual sacrifices include our prayers, songs of praise, minds, bodies, and time.
○ Such sacrifices are made acceptable to God only through Jesus Christ, the great

High Priest.
○ When you come to worship God, what sacrifices are you bringing?

(Verse 5b) Abraham also told them that he and Isaac would return, but how could he have
possibly known that?

● To our knowledge, Abraham had never seen God bring a dead body back to life. So how
did Abraham know that “God could give life to the dead?”

○ Well according to Romans 4:16-21, Abraham had already seen God bring life
from two dead bodies – the womb of Sarah and his own body .

● Romans 4:19 in the ASV says, “(19) And without being weakened in faith he considered
his own body now as good as dead (he being about a hundred years old), and the
deadness of Sarah’s womb;”

○ The Hebrew writer also makes this point in Hebrews 11:11-12, and confirms it in
Hebrews 11:17-19.

■ “(17) By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, (18) of
whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ (19) concluding that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also
received him in a figurative sense.”

● Abraham was “fully convinced” that God was “able to perform” what He had promised
because he remembered what God had done in his own life.

○ It’s good to strengthen our faith by looking at what God has done in the lives of
others, but every now and then we need to look back over our own lives and be
“fully assured” that God is able (Ephesians 3:19-21)!

(Verse 6) Note from Abraham’s example that worship takes preparation to be successful. He
took the wood, the fire, and the knife so that when he arrived at God’s designated
place, he would be fully prepared to worship God.

● What about worship today? Is it something which should be entered into without
preparation?

● John 4:24 teaches us that in order to worship God properly, we MUST do so in SPIRIT
(which means the proper attitude) and in TRUTH Notice that the word “spirit” comes
before the word “truth.” This implies that: “The heart must be prepared before proper
worship can take place.”

○ Too often, so many of us rush on Sunday morning to get ready for worship. After
sleeping too long or watching television or listening to music or reading the news,
we jump into our cars, and rush to the House of God (1 Timothy 3:15) just to
arrive moments before worship starts. It is no wonder then that there is such a
rushed atmosphere to finish worship as quickly as possible.



● When we do not properly prepare for worship, how can we possibly look forward to it and
enjoy every minute of it?

(Verse 6) Says that “Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son…
and the two of them went together.” Isaac is literally carrying the very wood on which he’s about
to be sacrificed up the mountain.

● Just as Isaac carried the wood on which he was to die, so Christ carried His own cross
(see John 19:17).

○ You and I also have a cross to carry (see Luke 9:23).
(Verse 7) Abraham had just told his young men that he and Isaac were going to go worship (see
verse 5). This means that Isaac was able to recognize that without the lamb the worship would
have been unacceptable to God, or at the very least incomplete.

● This implies that Isaac may have been a very perceptive lad, or it may be the case that
Abraham taught his son how to worship God in “Spirit and in Truth" (John 4:24).

○ Are you able to recognize and properly respond to false worship and false
doctrine? (see 1 John 4:1-6)

○ Are your children equipped to recognize and respond to false worship and false
doctrine? (see 2 Timothy 3:12-17)

○ Do your children know how to conduct themselves in the House of God when you
are NOT around? (see 1 Timothy 3:15)

(Verse 8)What a statement of faith Abraham offered on this occasion: “GOD will provide
Himself a lamb.” Though speaking about his son, yet, the statement seems also to be a
prophetic one.

● Man could not pick a sacrifice for his sins because, no matter what he picked, it would
not suffice, but “when the fulness of the time was come, GOD sent forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4).

● Consider that a “ram” was offered instead of Isaac — “not a lamb”, and the allusion to
Christ seems more apparent. GOD indeed provided “Himself a Lamb” (John 1:29).

(Verse 9)We often admire the faith of Abraham when discussing what took place in Genesis
chapter 22, but Isaac clearly demonstrated his own faith in this incident. He must have known
what his father intended to do to him (see verse 7 again), yet he submitted willingly.

● If Isaac was big enough and strong enough to carry the wood for a sacrifice, then surely
he must have been big enough and strong enough to resist or overpower his father.

○ Just as Isaac went willingly to the altar, so Christ went willingly to the cross (see
John 10:17-18).

● Notice that Abraham bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, yet Isaac did not
utter a single word.

○ In this instance, I can’t help but think of Jesus.
○ “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was

led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So
He opened not His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)

● “If Abraham displays faith that obeys, then Isaac displays faith that cooperates.”
○ As people see and hear about the life you live, what kind of faith are you

displaying?



(Verse 10) Only one who has ever lost a child can come close to understanding the emotions of
Abraham at this time.

● After all the years of waiting and anguish finally to have a son, and thus have hope for
descendants--only to have to kill him--must have been emotionally excruciating, yet this
is what Abraham was willing to do at the command of God.

● Here was the promised son he had awaited for so long. Now he had been commanded
to take the life of his son. What he must have gone through in those three days as he
took his son to the place of sacrifice. Yet, as painful as this was, he did not hesitate. He
did not waver.

● One should consider here that faithfulness to GOD can be painful (2 Timothy 3:12). It
must be clearly implanted in one's heart that “a sacrifice which costs nothing is worth
nothing!” (see 2 Samuel 24:24)

○ What does this say to those who will not give up a hobby in order to worship, or
think it is too far to travel, or think of the extra dollar they could make through
voluntarily working overtime, or of their favorite television program, et cetera?

Isaac can be considered a “Type of Christ” because:
1. Both Jesus and Isaac were loved by their fathers.
2. Both were offered by their fathers.
3. Both consented to suffer death.
4. Both consented to be "bound."
5. Both carried wood up the hill of their sacrifice.
6. Both sacrifices may have occurred on the same hill.
7. Both were possibly about 33 years of age.
8. Both were "dead" for three days: Christ literally and Isaac figuratively.
9. Both lived again after the offering: Christ literally and Isaac in a figure.


