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Introduction 
1. God made a three-fold promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3: 

a. A promised land (Gen. 12:1). 

i. The land of Canaan (Gen. 12:4-7). 

b. A great nation of people would come from his descendants (Gen. 12:2). 

i. His wife was barren at the time of the promise (Gen. 11:29-30), but 
nothing is too hard for the LORD (Gen. 18:14). 

ii. She had the promised son, Isaac, at the set time (Gen. 21:1-3). 

c. All the families of the earth to be blessed in him (Gen. 12:3). 

2. When Abraham was tested by God to offer Isaac as a burnt offering, 
Abraham passed the test (Gen. 22:1-14). 

a. It is in this context that God spoke to Abraham and renewed the promise 
(Gen. 22:15-18). 

b. With this passage as the background, the Hebrews writer showed the 
immutability of God’s counsel. 

I. God’s Counsel is Unchangeable Because He is Unchangeable 

1. The LORD does not change (Mal. 3:6). 

a. God does not change in power, wisdom, presence, goodness, kindness, 
holiness, righteousness, justice, mercy, love, grace, or any other of His 
attributes. 

b. There is not even a hint of change in the nature of God (Jm. 1:17). 

c. Jesus is the declaration of the Father and He does not change (Jn. 1:18; 
Heb. 13:8). 

2. God’s counsel shall stand (Ps. 33:11; Pr. 19:21; Isa. 14:24). 

a. As the Hebrews writer set forth, this means God’s oaths and promises 
shall stand (Heb. 6:17-18). 

3. God’s Word shall stand (Ps. 119:89-91; Mt. 24:35; cf. 1 Pt. 1:22-25). 

II. Man Attempts to Change God to Be Like Him 
1. God is not like man (Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29). 

a. His thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways are not our ways (Isa. 
55:8-9). 

2. Some people think that God is like them (Ps. 50:16-21). 
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a. How else can we explain the thousands of religious groups which exist 
today when Christ only promised to build one church (Mt. 16:18-19; 
Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:18)? 

i. We are supposed to speak the same things and be of the same mind 
(1 Cor. 1:10). 

b. How else can we explain immorality running rampant when we are 
called to be holy as He is holy (1 Pt. 1:15-16)? 

i. Hate instruction (Ps. 50:17). 

ii. Stealing (Ps. 50:18). 

iii. Adultery (Ps. 50:18). 

iv. Evil speaking and deceit (Ps. 50:19). 

v. Slander (Ps. 50:20). 

c. How else can we explain a lack of zeal for God’s house (the church 1 
Tim. 3:15) when zeal had eaten Jesus up (Jn. 2:13-17; cf. Ps. 69:9)? 

3. Man has attempted to change God’s Word which cannot and must not be 
changed (Dt. 4:2; Pr. 30:5-6; Rev. 22:18-19). 

4. Man has attempted to bring God down to his level and mold Him in his 
image. 

a. This is backwards as man was made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27). 

b. God wants man to be conformed to the image of His Son (Rm. 8:29). 

III. God Wills All Men to Change to Be Like Him 
1. Change can be summed up in one word: repentance. 

a. The Old Testament prophets preached it (Jer. 3:12-14; Hos. 14:1-2; Jon. 
3:1-10). 

b. John the Immerser preached it (Mt. 3:1-2). 

c. Jesus preached it (Mt. 4:17). 

d. The apostles preached it (Ac. 2:38). 

2. All people everywhere are required to repent (Ac. 17:30-31). 

a. God’s longsuffering permits the time for repentance (2 Pt. 3:9). 

b. The best time to repent is the moment you need to! 

3. God, through His Word, transforms our minds (Rm. 12:1-2). 

a. By it we can know exactly where we stand with God (Jm. 1:21-27). 
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Conclusion 
1. God kept his promises to Abraham, and we are truly blessed because of 

them (Gal. 3:26-4:7). 

a. Faithful children of God are heirs to eternal life (Tt. 1:2)! 

2. Since God is unchangeable, we can know that He will save us when we 
obey Christ (Heb. 5:8-9). 

3. Since God is unchangeable, we can know we have eternal life (1 Jn. 5:13). 
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