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Introduction 
1. We conclude our examination of a popular false teaching known as 

dispensational premillennialism. 

2. Dispensational Premillennialism divides history into seven dispensations 
with the “church age” preceding the arrival of the kingdom. The basic 
tenets of this teaching are as follows: 

a. In the near future, Jesus will secretly rapture the saved, both living and 
those who have died, from the Earth, and take them to Heaven to 
receive their reward. 

b. A seven-year period of intense tribulation will then take place on the 
Earth. 

c. During this seven-year period of tribulation, the antichrist will appear. 

d. Turmoil will escalate all throughout the world which will culminate in 
the battle of Armageddon. 

e. Jesus will return with His saints to end the battle of Armageddon and 
then reign for a 1,000 years (the millennium) on David’s literal throne in 
Jerusalem. When this 1,000 year reign is ended, then eternity will ensue 
with some going to Heaven and the rest to hell. 

3. Our focus in this sermon is “will there be a 1,000 year reign of Christ on 
Earth”? 

I. Does Revelation 20:1-6 Teach a Literal 1,000 Year Reign of Christ on 
Earth? 
1. Revelation was written in sign language about things that were going to 

take place soon (Rev. 1:1-3, 22:6-7, 10). 

a. Revelation was written as a book of prophecy (Rev. 1:3, 22:7, 10). 

i. There were events included in the book of Revelation about near, but 
future, events for the initial recipients. 

2. Revelation was written to the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 1:4-6, 11). 

a. We must take into consideration how they would interpret the language 
of the book. 
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b. We must consider the persecution and trials they were enduring for the 
cause of Christ (Rev. 1:9, 2:8-11). 

3. A brief explanation of sign language in Revelation 20:1-6: 

a. key, bottomless pit, and a great chain (Rev. 20:1). 

i. All indicate restraining elements which would be used to bind (Rev. 
20:2; cf. Rev. 1:18). 

b. a thousand years (Rev. 20:2). 

i. Ten is a number of completeness thus a thousand would be a high 
multiple of ten indicating ultimate completeness (cf. Rev. 2:10; Ex. 
34:28). 

ii. When connected with the binding this would be a complete 
restraint. 

iii. Not to be interpreted as a literal thousand years! 

c. released (Rev. 20:3). 

i. Indicates a revival of Satan’s persecution. 

d. thrones, souls, the mark of the beast (Rev. 20:4). 

i. Thrones indicate reigning. 

ii. Souls are the disembodied martyred (beheaded) saints. 

iii. The mark of the beast indicates these saints had refused to worship 
the beast and his image. 

e. the first resurrection (Rev. 20:5-6). 

i. Indicates those saints had overcome persecution (Rev. 2:11). 

4. It is seen from this symbology and the text itself that Revelation 20:1-6 
does not teach nor mention: 

a. Christ coming back to Earth to reign in Jerusalem. 

b. Christ ending the battle of Armageddon with His saints. 

c. A literal thousand-year (millennium) reign of Christ. 

II. An Earthly King Was Asked for in Rebellion 
1. Hosea reminded Israel that God gave them a king in His anger and took him 

away in His wrath (Hos. 13:9-11). 

a. The details of Israel asking for a king are recorded in 1 Samuel 8 and 1 
Samuel 12. 
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b. Israel had rejected God by asking for an earthly king (1 Sam. 8:1-8). 

c. God proved they had rejected Him during the wheat harvest (1 Sam. 
12:16-19). 

i. The wheat harvest was in June and rain did not normally fall much 
less a major storm (Pr. 26:1; cf. 2 Sam. 21:10; Jer. 5:24). 

ii. The people’s reaction to the thunder and rain says it all (1 Sam. 
12:18-19). 

2. The Israelites asking for an earthly king was an apostasy from God 
therefore, this was never God’s plan! 

a. Premillennialism would have Jesus become an apostasy, yet Jesus 
never once committed sin or rebelled against God (1 Pt. 2:21-22; Jn. 
8:29; 1 Jn. 3:5). 

3. Before His crucifixion, Jesus denied to Pilate that His kingdom was of this 
world i.e., an earthly kingdom (Jn. 18:33-38). 

a. Jesus withdrew from being an earthly king while He was on Earth (Jn. 
6:15). 

i. A rather strange thing to do if He wished to be an earthly king! 

ii. No man can make Jesus King anyway as only the LORD God can do 
that and did (Ps. 47:2, 7; Ac. 2:32-36; cf. Rev. 17:14, 19:16). 

4. It is impossible for Jesus to be an earthly king reigning in Judah as He was a 
descendant of Jeconiah (Mt. 1:1, 11, 16-17). 

a. Jesus was and is barred from being an earthly king on David's throne in 
Judah according to Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jer. 22:28-30). 

b. David’s throne is no longer in Jerusalem as it is in Heaven now (Ac. 2:29-
36). 

c. God raised insurmountable barriers to Jesus’ reigning on Earth in 
Jerusalem. 

III. The Church and the Kingdom 
1. Premillennialism greatly misunderstands the kingdom of Christ and its 

nature. 

a. They want Christ to reign on God’s footstool instead of in Heaven (Isa. 
66:1)! 
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b. Jesus was raised to reign (Rm. 15:12; cf. Isa. 11:1, 10). 

c. If He is High Priest, and He is now (Heb. 3:1), then He must be King 
which means He is reigning now (Zec. 6:12-13). 

2. Christ promised to build His church and then connected it with the 
kingdom of Heaven (Mt. 16:13-19). 

a. Some of those who heard Him speak in the first century would still be 
alive at the arrival of the kingdom (Mt. 16:28; cf. Mk. 9:1; Ac. 1-2). 

b. The Colossians were in the kingdom in the first century (Col. 1:13). 

c. John was in the kingdom in the first century (Rev. 1:9). 

3. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper confirms the kingdom is here and now (Lk. 
22:16-18, 29-30). 

a. We confirm this fact every first day of the week (Ac. 20:7). 

Conclusion 
1. Dispensational premillennialism has been proven false in all points. 

a. The kingdom is here today, and it is the church. 

b. The King is reigning today, and He is Christ. 

c. Jesus will come back one day, not to reign on Earth, but to gather His 
saints to be forever with Him in heaven (1 Th. 4:13-18). 

2. Are you ready for that day to come? 
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