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Introduction 
1. We continue our examination of a popular false teaching known as 

dispensational premillennialism. 

2. Dispensational Premillennialism divides history into seven dispensations 
with the “church age” preceding the arrival of the kingdom. The basic 
tenets of this teaching are as follows: 

a. In the near future, Jesus will secretly rapture the saved, both living and 
those who have died, from the Earth, and take them to Heaven to 
receive their reward. 

i. We have debunked this teaching proving it is false from the 
Scriptures. 

b. A seven-year period of intense tribulation will then take place on the 
Earth. 

c. During this seven-year period of tribulation, the antichrist will appear. 

d. Turmoil will escalate all throughout the world which will culminate in 
the battle of Armageddon. 

e. Jesus will return with His saints to end the battle of Armageddon and 
then reign for a 1,000 years (the millennium) on David’s literal throne in 
Jerusalem. When this 1,000 year reign is ended, then eternity will ensue 
with some going to Heaven and the rest to hell. 

3. Our focus in this sermon will be on the next three points, namely will there 
be a tribulation, antichrist, and battle of Armageddon? 

I. Will There Be a Tribulation? 
1. Supposedly after the rapture there will be a seven-year period of intense 

tribulation on the Earth. 

a. Proponents of dispensational premillennialism appeal to Revelation 4-
19 as well as to the Olivet discourse (Mt. 24; Mk. 13; Lk. 21) in an 
attempt to prove their teaching. 

2. We know Jesus was speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem and not a 
global seven-year tribulation from the context and language He used. 

a. He lamented over Jerusalem (Mt. 23:37-39). 

https://ref.ly/Re4-19;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Re4-19;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mk13;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Lk21;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt23.37-39;nkjv?t=biblia
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b. Jesus departed from the temple (which was at Jerusalem) when His 
disciples came up to show Him the temple buildings (Mt. 24:1-2). 

c. The disciples’ questions were centered on Jesus’ statement in Mt. 24:2 
(Mt. 24:3). 

d. Jesus spoke to His disciples about the signs that would accompany the 
destruction of Jerusalem (Mt. 24:4-35). 

i. The disciples would experience the tribulation, not the wicked left 
from some supposed rapture (Mt. 24:9). 

ii. Isolated to Judea and Jerusalem, therefore, not global (Mt. 24:15-16; 
cf. Lk. 21:20). 

iii. Jesus indicated there would be time following the tribulation (Mt. 
24:21). 

iv. The parable of the fig tree settles once and for all that this is not a 
future event for us today (Mt. 24:32-35). 

3. Will there be a tribulation as described by dispensational 
premillennialism? 

a. Absolutely not. 

b. There was indeed one associated with the destruction of Jerusalem as 
outlined by Jesus. 

II. Will There Be an Antichrist? 
1. Dispensational premillennialism next alleges that during the seven-year 

period of tribulation the antichrist will appear. 

a. The books used by those that promote this teaching (Revelation, 2 
Thessalonians, and Daniel) are void of any reference to the antichrist 
and the passages that speak of an antichrist are remarkably absent in 
their teaching. 

b. To handle this point, we could exegete their proof texts, but we will find it 
simpler to look at the texts that speaks of antichrist. 

2. The term “antichrist” occurs only five times in the Bible. 

a. Four times in 1 John and once in 2 John (1 Jn. 2:18, 2:22, 4:3; 2 Jn. 7). 

b. The term literally means “against Christ” or “opposed to Christ.” 

https://ref.ly/Mt24.1-2;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.2;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.3;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.4-35;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.9;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.15-16;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Lk21.20;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.21;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.21;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt24.32-35;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn2.18;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn2.22;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn4.3;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Jn7;nkjv?t=biblia
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3. The general epistles of John, as with the entire New Testament, were 
written in the first century A.D. 

a. John stated plainly that multiple antichrists existed in his day (1 Jn. 
2:18). 

b. John also stated plainly who antichrist is (1 Jn. 2:22). 

c. The antichrist is anyone that denies that Jesus came in the flesh i.e., 
was human (1 Jn. 4:3; 2 Jn. 7). 

d. Therefore, we conclude from John’s plain teachings that anyone from 
then to when Christ returns who denies Jesus came in the flesh is the 
antichrist. 

4. Will there be an antichrist? 

a. Yes, and plenty of them but not in the way that dispensational 
premillennialism teaches it. 

b. Anyone that refuses to acknowledge that Christ came as a human being 
and is Christ is opposed to Christ and His work and cannot be saved 
(Mt. 10:32-33; Jn. 8:24). 

III. Will There Be a Battle of Armageddon? 
1. Just before Christ returns to usher in His 1,000-year reign on Earth, there is 

to be a great conflict known as the battle of Armageddon according to 
dispensational premillennialism. 

a. Once again, the text is lifted from the book of Revelation to support this 
fanciful teaching. 

i. We must always remember that Revelation is primarily a symbolic 
book as John clearly states at the beginning (Rev. 1:1). 

ii. Thus, we must approach Revelation a bit differently than other books 
in that we approach it as figurative first. 

b. Only once is the term “Armageddon” found in the New Testament (Rev. 
16:16). 

i. This is a Hebrew word thus we ought to be able to learn about it from 
the Old Testament. 

ii. The term means “mountain or hill of Megiddo” (cf. Jos. 17:11). 

  

https://ref.ly/1Jn2.18;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn2.18;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn2.22;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Jn4.3;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Jn7;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt10.32-33;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jn8.24;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Re1.1;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Re16.16;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Re16.16;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jos17.11;nkjv?t=biblia
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2. Megiddo had a checkered past in Israel’s history. 

a. Joshua and the children of Israel conquered the king of Megiddo (Jos. 
12:21). 

b. Sadly, the tribe of Manasseh failed to drive the inhabitants of Megiddo 
out (Jdg. 1:27). 

c. The Canaanite commander Sisera was defeated at Megiddo by Deborah 
and Barak (Jdg. 5:19). 

d. King Ahaziah died at Megiddo shot by an arrow at the command of Jehu 
(2 Kgs. 9:27). 

e. King Josiah was killed by Pharaoh Necho at Megiddo which caused great 
mourning from those of Judah and Jerusalem and the prophet Jeremiah 
(2 Kgs. 23:29-30; 2 Chr. 35:22-25; Zec. 12:11). 

3. Megiddo thus occupied a place in the mind of the reader of conflict with 
ultimate victory. 

a. This is exactly what was needed for struggling Christians in the first 
century who were being persecuted for the cause of Christ. 

b. In no way would some future war provide any comfort for the reader of 
Revelation in the first century. 

4. Will there be a battle of Armageddon? 

a. Only symbolically to express triumph over tribulation. 

Conclusion 
1. As with the rapture, we have concluded that the tribulation, antichrist, and 

battle of Armageddon as pictured by dispensational premillennialism are 
nothing more than the concoctions of man’s imagination. 

a. What is worse than this is the improper handling of the Scriptures which 
Peter gave severe warning about (2 Pt. 3:15-16). 

2. When held up to proper Biblical interpretation it is evident that 
millennialism in all its various flavors is false and is worldly in its view. 

3. We have one other event to deal with next week: the millennium itself. 

4. We should be encouraged that if any one of these events is proven false, 
then the whole system falls like Calvinism. 

5. Let us stay true to the Scriptures (2 Tim. 2:15). 

https://ref.ly/Jos12.21;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jos12.21;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jdg1.27;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jdg5.19;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Ki9.27;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Ki23.29-30;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Ch35.22-25;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Zec12.11;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Pe3.15-16;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Ti2.15;nkjv?t=biblia

