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Introduction

1.

In our studies thus far, we have looked at four end time events as described
by the Bible:

a. The second coming of Jesus.

b. The general resurrection.

c. The destruction of the world.

d. The judgment day.

. Our focus shifts now to the fabrications of man’s imagination regarding end

time events which are supposedly supported by the Bible.
a. We will see that they are not this afternoon and in the coming weeks.

. In particular, we want to examine a popular false teaching known as

dispensational premillennialism.

a. Before we can do that, we need to look at a few other flavors of
millennialism for our awareness.

i. Postmillennialism is the view that Jesus will return after the world is
Christianized following a long period of peace and righteousness.

ii. Amillennialism is the view that the Bible predicts no worldwide
period of peace and righteousness, with good and evil continuing
until the end.

iii. Premillennialism is the view that Jesus will return before a 1,000
year period of peace and righteousness and reign in person as king
on Earth.

b. Dispensational Premillennialism divides history into seven
dispensations with the “church age” preceding the arrival of the
kingdom. The basic tenets of this teaching are as follows:

i. Inthe near future, Jesus will secretly rapture the saved, both living
and those who have died, from the Earth, and take them to Heaven to
receive their reward.

ii. A seven-year period of intense tribulation will then take place on the
Earth.

iii. During this seven-year period of tribulation, the antichrist will
appear.
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iv. Turmoil will escalate all throughout the world which will culminate in
the battle of Armageddon.

v. Jesus will return with His saints to end the battle of Armageddon and
then reign for a 1,000 years (the millennium) on David’s literal throne
in Jerusalem. When this 1,000 year reign is ended, then eternity will
ensue with some going to Heaven and the rest to hell.

4. Our focus in this sermon will be on the rapture and in particular, “will there
be a rapture?”

I. What Does “Rapture” Mean?

1. The word comes to us from the Latin word rapere which means “to seize,
snatch out, take away.”

2. It may surprise you to learn that the word “rapture” is not found in the Bible.

. What is the Rapture?

1. The rapture is the idea that Christ will come suddenly, secretly, and

invisibly in the air to rapture [to seize, snatch out, take away] from the Earth
the living saints and the resurrected bodies of the saints who have already
died.
a. Itis supposed to occur just prior to the seven-year tribulation period.

2. People will be shocked when one or many of their family members
suddenly just disappear!

3. A husband and wife will be peacefully resting in bed when suddenly he or
she is gone!

4. Cars will crash into one another for lack of a driver, no doubt sporting the
bumper sticker “In case of rapture, this vehicle will be unmanned.”

5. Airplanes will fall out of the sky as their pilot and co-pilot are raptured.

6. We are left with scenes of utter chaos and confusion when the rapture
occurs.
a. God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33).

lll. The Rapture Refuted

1. The rapture has Christ coming back more than once yet the Scriptures
speak only of a second coming (Heb. 9:27-28).
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a. Here the text links Christ’s second coming with judgment day which is
the last day which is the same as resurrection day (Jn. 12:48, 11:24; cf.
Jn. 6:39-40, 44).

i. Yet, the rapture would not have this as the last day but over 1,000
years before the last day. Who can believe it?

b. If the rapture is true this would be Jesus’ third coming as the rapture
would be His second coming.

i. Aclear contradiction of plain Scripture which makes this a false

teaching.
2. When Jesus returns it will be anything but secret and invisible (1 Th. 4:13-
17).
a. The loudestverse in the Bible (1 Th. 4:16; cf. 1 Cor. 15:51-52).
b. Every eye will see Him (Rev. 1:7).
c. There will be flaming fire and mighty angels present (2 Th. 1:7-10).
3. Are therighteous separated from the wicked or are the wicked separated
from the righteous?
a. The rapture has the righteous separated from the wicked, but the

Scriptures teach just the opposite.
b. The parable of the tares (Mt. 13:36-43).
c. The parable of the dragnet (Mt. 13:47-50).
d. Comparison of Noah’s flood (Mt. 24:36-41).
4. ltis difficult to come back to the Earth after seven years if the Earth is
destroyed when Jesus returns (2 Pt. 3:1-12).
a. The Earth will be destroyed when Jesus comes back a second time.
b. Judgment will commence on the same day (Rev. 20:11-15).
i. Death and Hades will be destroyed too and so there will be no more

physical death nor place for disembodied spirits to go (cf. Lk. 16:19-
31)!
c. The sheep and the goats show the separation occurring at judgment and
not some made up rapture (Mt. 25:31-46).
Conclusion
1. Will there be a rapture?
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a. Absolutely not.
b. Why? Because the Bible does not support it in any form or fashion.

2. The rapture is a fabrication from man’s imagination that is contrary to plain
Scripture.
a. Itis popular because it makes an interesting movie and affords

additional time for man to get it right before Heaven and hell.

3. Letus be ready for the second coming of Christ by obeying His will now (2

Cor. 6:2)!
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