March 23, 2025, AM Sermon - Does the Church Do Good to AU?

Introduction
1. Doesthe church do good to all?

a.
b.

She sure does as she has the ability and opportunity!
She especially does good to those of the family of faith i.e., Christians.

2. Doing good is the idea of benevolence.

a.

Benevolence is defined as “disposition to do good” and “an act of
kindness” (Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary).

3. Itis good to be zealous in a good thing always (Gal. 4:18).

a.

b
C.
d

Itis never bad to do good and so we must make sure we are doing good.

. Who defines good? God does (Lk. 18:19)!

What defines what is good? God’s Holy Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17)!

. Therefore, | can go to His Word, learn from it, and know exactly what

good is and then practice it.

I. The Gist of the Old Law
1. Alawyer could not keep his mouth shut (Mt. 22:34-36).

a.

His question, though a test for Jesus, prompted a valuable lesson on the
gist [the main point or part: essence] of the Old Law.

2. The first and great commandment (Mt. 22:37-38).

a.

b.

The first and foremost duty under the Old Law was to completely love
God.

i. This meant that He must be first in their lives.

Under the New Testament this principle has not changed (Mt. 6:33).

3. The second commandment is similar (Mt. 22:39).

a.

b.

The next duty under the Old Law was to love their neighbor as
themselves.
Under the New Testament we have the golden rule (Mt. 7:12).

4. Thisiswhatitis all about (Mt. 22:40).

a.

Loving God and loving man is the gist of the Old Law.

Il. Who is My Neighbor?
1. Another lawyer tested Jesus (Lk. 10:25).

a.
b.

Jesus pointed him to the Scriptures (Lk. 10:26).
His reply was a good one (Lk. 10:27-28).
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c. The lawyer wanted to justify himself and asked another question (Lk.
10:29).
2. The parable of the good Samaritan (Lk. 10:30-37).
a. We conclude that our neighbor is the one we have the opportunity and
ability to help (Lk. 10:33-36).
b. We must do likewise (Lk. 10:37).
lll. Doing the Most Good
1. Though this is a slogan for the Salvation Army, it does not belong to them.

a. In point of fact, they are not doing the most good as they are teaching a
perverted Gospel and thus are accursed (cf. Gal. 1:6-10).
i. They are off in their beliefs on covenants, salvation, worship, and
many other things.
ii. They are leading people into error and false hope, which is not good!
b. This slogan rightly belongs to God by which we, as members of His Son’s
church, carry out the work He has given us to do.
2. The church is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works
(Eph. 2:10).
a. Notthe Salvation Army, not the Freemasons, or any other organization
secular, religious, or otherwise.
b. Observe that God prepared beforehand the works that we should walk
in and recorded them in His Holy Book (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
3. The church does the most good because her Head did the same (Ac. 10:38;
Eph. 1:20-23).
a. Tabitha understood this (Ac. 9:36-39).
b. Pure and undefiled religion defined (Jm. 1:27).
4. The church does the most good by being eager to help the needy (Gal.
2:10).
a. We should be mindful of the poor and have compassion upon them.
b. Be a sheep (Mt. 25:33-40).
i. This means we will have to discern who is truly in need and who is
not (Jn. 7:24).
ii. Ifanyone will not work, they shall not eat (2 Th. 3:10).
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iii. Food and clothing are essential to physical needs (1 Tim. 6:8; Jm.
2:14-16; Dt. 10:17-19).
iv. The poor will always be with us (Mk. 14:7).
5. The church does the most good by loving her enemies (Rm. 12:19-21).
a. Thisis contrary to how many think but necessary nonetheless (cf. Mt.
5:43-48)!
6. The church does the most good by standing on the truth and teaching it
(Rm. 10:13-17).
a. God wanted His Law heard by all so that they may fear and obey Him
(Dt. 31:12-13).
i. Sounds like man’s all (Ecc. 12:13)!
ii. If our benevolence does not help in this area we have missed the
point of benevolence.
b. We speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:11-16).
i. Love tellsthetruth (1Jn.4:8;Jn.17:17;1Tim. 1:5; cf. Tt. 1:2; Heb.
6:18).
ii. The only way | can show God I love Him is by doing what He says (Jn.
14:15, 21, 24).
Conclusion
1. The church does good to all.

a. She does so in avariety of ways but all of them are sourced from the
standard of God’s Word.
2. The greatest good we can do for anyone is to teach them the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
a. Asoulis worth more than all the world (Mt. 16:26).
b. Let us be sure as we help with physical needs that we do not neglect the
soul!
3. Do good.
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