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Introduction 
1. “Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, That You would conceal me until 

Your wrath is past, That You would appoint me a set time, and remember 
me! If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will 
wait, Till my change comes” (Job 14:13-14 NKJV). 

2. Resurrection defined. 

a. Resurrection comes to us from the Greek word anastasis G386 which 
“denotes (I) ‘a raising up,’ or ‘rising’ (ana, ‘up,’ and histemi, ‘to cause to 
stand’)” (Vine 531). 

b. We will be using resurrection in the sense of a raising up from the dead. 

i. In other words, taking what is dead and bringing it back to life. 

3. Resurrection was implied very early on in the Bible (Gen. 3:15; Heb. 2:14-
15; Rm. 6:8-10; 1 Cor. 15:21-22). 

a. “Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?” 
(Ac. 26:8 NKJV). 

b. There are those that denied resurrection then and there are those that 
deny it now (Ac. 23:8; Ac. 17:18, 32; 1 Cor. 15:12). 

4. The faithful believe in the resurrection (Heb. 11:17-19; cf. Gen. 22:1-19). 

a. Belief in the general resurrection is foundational to Christianity (1 Cor. 
15:12-21). 

I. The Reality of the General Resurrection 
1. The Scriptures are plain that there will be a general resurrection (Jn. 5:28-

29). 

a. All people who have died from all history will be resurrected. 

2. The apostles preached often about the resurrection, and particularly the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

a. The apostles at Pentecost (Ac. 2:30-32). 

b. Peter after the healing of the lame man (Ac. 3:13-15, 4:1-2, 9-12, 33). 

c. The apostles before the Jewish council (Ac. 5:30). 

d. Peter at Cornelius’ household (Ac. 10:34-43). 

e. Paul at Antioch in Pisidia (Ac. 13:23-41). 

f. Paul at Athens (Ac. 17:16-34). 
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g. Paul before the Jewish council (Ac. 23:6). 

h. Paul before Governor Felix (Ac. 24:14-21). 

i. Paul before king Herod Agrippa II (Ac. 26:6-8). 

3. The apostles wrote often about the resurrection, and particularly the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

a. Romans (Rm. 1:3-4, 4:24-25, 6:4-9, 7:4, 8:11, 34, 10:9). 

b. 1 Corinthians (1 Cor. 6:14; 1 Cor. 15:4, 12-58). 

c. 2 Corinthians (2 Cor. 4:14, 5:15). 

d. Galatians (Gal. 1:1). 

e. Ephesians (Eph. 1:20). 

f. Colossians (Col. 2:12). 

g. Philippians (Php. 3:7-11). 

h. 1 Thessalonians (1 Th. 1:9-10). 

i. 2 Timothy (2 Tim. 2:8-11, 17-18). 

j. 1 Peter (1 Pt. 1:3, 21, 3:21). 

II. Some Examples of Resurrection 
1. Elijah and the widow of Zarephath’s son (1 Kgs. 17:17-24). 

2. The widow of Nain’s son (Lk. 7:11-16). 

3. Jairus’ daughter (Lk. 8:41-42, 49-56; cf. Mt. 9:18-26; Mk. 5:21-24, 35-43). 

4. Lazarus (Jn. 11:1-12:11). 

5. Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-23). 

III. The General Resurrection Described 
1. The dead in Christ will rise first (1 Th. 4:13-18). 

2. A change will take place (1 Cor. 15:35-58). 

a. Corruption to incorruption (1 Cor. 15:42). 

b. Dishonor to glory (1 Cor. 15:43a). 

c. Weakness to power (1 Cor. 15:43b). 

d. Natural to spiritual (1 Cor. 15:44, 46). 

e. Earthy to heavenly (1 Cor. 15:45-49). 

f. It has not been revealed what we shall be, but we shall be like Him when 
He is revealed (1 Jn. 3:1-2). 
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Conclusion 
1. The general resurrection is going to take place when Christ returns. 

a. We want to be certain we are living in such a way that we will be raised 
to the resurrection of life. 

2. The Scriptures provide for us many examples of resurrection. 

a. This should build our faith and confirm to us that the general 
resurrection will take place. 

b. Our hope is based upon the resurrection of Christ. 

3. On that great day, the dead in Christ shall rise first, a transformation will 
take place, and the faithful will meet the Lord in the air and be with Him 
forever. 

a. Are you ready for that day to come? 


