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Introduction 
1. New Testament worship is clearly defined in the New Testament. 

a. This makes perfect sense as God has instructed us to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24). 

i. God’s Word is truth therefore it tells us how to worship God correctly 
(Jn. 17:17). 

b. One of the spiritual sacrifices Christians offer to God as His priests (cf. 1 
Pt. 2:5) is our giving (Heb. 13:16; cf. 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Rm. 15:26). 

2. There are many in the religious world who think that the method of giving 
today is tithing. 

a. One poll showed that 77% of American Protestants viewed tithing as a 
biblical command. 

b. The Latter-day Saints and Seventh-day Adventists require tithing. 

c. This thinking has crept into the church to a certain extent. 

3. Does the church practice tithing? 

a. What is tithing and who practiced it? 

b. Has the law on tithing ended and if so, when? 

c. Giving according to grace. 

I. What is Tithing and Who Practiced It? 
1. The first recorded instance of tithing is with Abram (Gen. 14:18-20). 

a. The book of Hebrews defines for us what a tithe is (Heb. 7:1-4). 

i. A tithe means a tenth or ten percent. 

2. Jacob, a descendant of Abraham through Isaac, also tithed (Gen. 28:20-
22). 

a. Tithing was clearly a part of the practice of the patriarchs. 

3. Under the Law of Moses, three tithes were practiced. 

a. The Levitical or priestly tithe (Lev. 27:30-33; cf. Num. 18:21-29). 

i. One tenth of the produce of the land was set aside for God (Lev. 
27:30). 

ii. If the offerer wished to retain the tenth of seed or fruit, he had to pay 
its value in money and add a fifth to it (Lev. 27:31). 

iii. Every tenth calf or lamb was set aside for God (Lev. 27:32). 
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iv. The offerer could not search whether the animal was good or bad 
(Lev. 27:33). 

v. The offerer could not redeem nor exchange the tenth animal. If the 
animal was exchanged, then the offerer forfeited the tithed animal 
and the exchanged animal which were then set aside for God (Lev. 
27:33). 

b. The festival tithe (Dt. 14:22-27; cf. Dt. 12:6-19). 

i. This tithe consisted of the yearly increase of the land (Dt. 14:22). 

ii. It was to be eaten by the people who went to Jerusalem (cf. 2 Chr. 
3:1, 7:12-16) to observe the feast days (Dt. 14:23). 

iii. The object of this tithe was that Israel may learn to always fear the 
LORD (Dt. 14:23). 

iv. The tithe could be converted into money, and the money then taken 
to Jerusalem (Dt. 14:24-25). 

v. The offerer was to eat and rejoice before God (Dt. 14:26). 

c. The poor tithe (Dt. 14:28-29; cf. Dt. 26:12-13). 

i. A tenth of every third year’s increase was to be stored within their 
gates (Dt. 14:28). 

ii. This tithe was for the Levites, strangers, orphans, and widows to eat 
and be satisfied (Dt. 14:29). 

iii. One of the purposes of this tithe was that God might bless the work 
of the one who offered (Dt. 14:29). 

d. In addition to tithing, the Law of Moses had regulations for the reaping of 
the Israelites’ fields, vineyards, olive trees, and other offerings (cf. Lev. 
19:9-10; Dt. 24:19-22, Lev. 22:18-25, 23:37-38). 

e. Tithing was still taking place at the time of Christ (cf. Mt. 23:23; Lk. 
11:42, 18:12). 

4. We conclude that the patriarchs and the children of Israel practiced tithing 
or giving a tenth. 

a. In Israel’s case we saw it was more than just one tithe and included 
other offerings. 
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II. Has the Law on Tithing Ended and If So, When? 
1. The law on tithing has ended because tithing was not brought into the New 

Testament. 

2. The law of tithing ceased when the patriarchal and the Mosaic systems 
ceased (Col. 2:11-17). 

a. It took the death of the testator to bring into force the New Testament 
(Heb. 9:16-17). 

b. Christ is the Mediator of the New Testament which is a better covenant 
(Heb. 8:6, 9:15, 12:24). 

c. The Law of Moses was the tutor to bring us to Christ (Gal. 3:19-25). 

3. Jesus Christ has a law and that law is the New Testament (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 
6:2; cf. Heb. 8:6, 9:15, 12:24). 

a. If Christ had no law then there could be no sin (cf. Rm. 3:20, 4:15, 5:13). 

b. Christ brought grace and truth and so we are under grace (Jn. 1:17; Rm. 
6:14). 

i. This in no way invalidates His New Testament (2 Cor. 3:7-18). 

ii. This in no way gives us a license to sin (Rm. 6:1ff). 

4. We look to the New Testament to determine how we give today, though we 
can apply principles from the Old (Rm. 15:4). 

III. Giving According to Grace 
1. Giving according to grace is freewill giving (2 Cor. 8:1-5, 12). 

2. Giving according to grace is abundant giving (2 Cor. 8:6-7, 12-15). 

3. Giving according to grace is purposed giving (2 Cor. 9:7). 

4. Giving according to grace is cheerful giving (2 Cor. 9:7). 

5. Giving according to grace is liberal giving (2 Cor. 9:10-14; cf. 2 Cor. 8:2). 

Conclusion 
1. Tithing was a practice under the patriarchal and Mosaic systems and was 

not brought into the New Testament. 

2. Today our giving is governed by grace and should be given as a freewill 
offering, abundant, purposed, cheerful, and liberal. 

3. “…remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive” (Ac. 20:35 NKJV). 
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