February 23, 2025, AM Sermon - Missing Out

Introduction

1.

There are precious moments in time when, once gone, they will never
come again.

. This happens every day because we will never have that day again.

a. We may do similar things in the future, but that day will be gone forever.

. Time is precious and must be redeemed (Eph. 5:16).

a. For believers, our salvation is nearer today than it ever has been (Rm.
13:11).

b. Forunbelievers, the same is true about eternal destruction (Ps. 37:28).

Have you ever looked back at your life and said, “| missed out on...”?

a. lam sure we all have (and if we have not, we likely will), and it is usually
met with remorse and regret.

. What about attendance when the saints are assembled to study the Bible

and worship God?

a. These are precious moments in time which, once gone, we will never be
able to get back.

b. David exclaimed gladness at the opportunity to go into the house of the
LORD (Ps. 122:1).

c. We must be like the people Isaiah prophesied aboutin Isa. 2:3.

I. Missing Out on Bible Study

1.

There are two opportunities per week when the saints assemble to study
the Bible together.
a. Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
b. This equals 104 opportunities per year.
c. Each study is approximately 45 minutes each for a total of 90 minutes.
i. Thatis less than the average movie run time of 101 minutes.
ii. Thatis equalto abouttwo “hour long” TV shows.

. We would not dream of missing out on the latest TV shows or movies, but

what about Bible study?

. Why do we need to study the Bible?

a. Bible study is commanded (2 Tim. 2:15).
b. Bible study is necessary for growth (Col. 1:10; 1 Pt. 2:2; 2 Pt. 3:18).
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C.

Bible study makes our “call and election sure” (2 Pt. 1:10-11).

4. These passages make it plain that study is essential to going to Heaven.

a.

b.

The leadership of this congregation is vested in getting people to
Heaven and as such they have established set times for congregational
Bible study.

| must ask myself the question, “what is more important in my life on
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. than studying God’s
Word?”

Il. Missing Out on Worship Services
1. Like Bible study, there are two opportunities per week to assemble with the
saints and worship God.

a.

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (last Sunday of the month at 12:30
p.m.).

b. 104 opportunities per year.

c. One hour per worship period for a total of two hours per week.

. If we assume 112 waking hours per week (with eight hours for sleep),

and | attend all services offered, a little over 3% of my time per week (3.5
hours) is spent in worship and Bible study.

Assuming a 40 hour per week job, almost 36% of available time is spent
weekly at the workplace.

What is being asked of me is by no means a difficult thing or a monopoly
on my time.

2. Perhaps worship service is viewed as a chore?

a.
b.

This is the wrong attitude (Ps. 122:1).

For those that have obeyed the gospel, we are to be Christians all the
time (Mt. 6:33; Col. 3:17).

Would my employer be happy with my attendance at work if it matched

my attendance at worship services?

3. Why do we worship?

a.

b.

Itis commanded (Ac. 2:41-42, 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7; Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16).
Itis a family gathering.

Page 2 of 4


https://ref.ly/2Pe1.10-11;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ps122.1;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mt6.33;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Col3.17;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ac2.41-42;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ac20.7;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1Co16.1-2;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2Co9.7;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Eph5.19;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Col3.16;nkjv?t=biblia

February 23, 2025, AM Sermon - Missing Out

i. Everyworship service is an opportunity to see my family (Mt. 12:46-
50; cf. Mk. 10:29-30).
ii. We would do our best to attend a family reunion or service but what

about worship services?
c. Itis an opportunity to encourage.
i. Everytime we assemble we have an opportunity to encourage one
another (Heb. 3:12-13, 10:24-25).
ii. IfI miss even one opportunity to assemble with the saints consider

the consequences:
1. I have lost a chance to encourage my brothers and sisters in
Christ.
2. | have robbed my brothers and sisters in Christ from a chance to
encourage me.
3. lactas a discouragement to those that are present.
iii. We need encouragement often, which means we need to be present
at every opportunity to assemble.
1. Satanis not going to go easy on us (1 Pt. 5:8).
2. Why give him any advantage?
lll. Missing Out on Other Spiritual Events
1. Ladies’Bible class.
a. Every Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m.
b. Women only (cf. 1 Tim. 2:12; 1 Cor. 14:34-35).
c. Thisis a great opportunity for women to fellowship, learn, encourage,
grow, and discuss matters pertaining to their specific role.

2. Men’s Bible class.
a. Every second Thursday of the month at6 p.m.
b. Thisis a great opportunity for men to fellowship, learn, encourage, grow,
and discuss matters pertaining to their specific role.
3. Gospel meetings, lectureships, and family Bible studies.
a. These are great opportunities to fellowship with other members of local
churches of Christ (Rm. 16:16).
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b. The focus of gospel meetings and lectureships is to provide more
opportunities to “seek and save the lost” (Lk. 19:10; cf. Mt. 28:18-20;
Mk. 16:15-16).

i. Letus passoutfliers, share on social media, invite neighbors,

friends, family, co-workers, and others to attend these great events
and be sure to be here ourselves!
c. It provides opportunities to grow this congregation as well as each
other.
d. It provides opportunities to encourage preachers and teachers.
Conclusion
1. Let us have the attitude regarding Bible study, worship services, and other
spiritual events that | would not miss them for the world!
2. I must ask myself the question, “if everyone was like me would anyone be
here for Bible study, for worship services, and for other spiritual events?”
3. The church is made up of many members and to function properly they all
need to be going in the same direction (cf. 1 Cor. 12:12-27).
4. Let us be present at every opportunity so that we do not “miss out” on
anything but especially that home in Heaven.
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