February 9, 2025, PM Sermon - Developing the Christian Character: Brotherly Kindness and
Love

Introduction
1. Last week perseverance and godliness were examined.

a. Perseverance means “aremaining under”; the ability or capacity to
continue to bear up under difficult or hard circumstances.

b. Godliness is a compound word meaning to be “well devout” thus it is
piety reflecting a God toward attitude which does that which is well-
pleasing to Him.

2. We turn our attention to the final two traits to add to our Christian
character which are brotherly kindness and love.

I. Brotherly Kindness: The Family Element

1. What is brotherly kindness?

a. Brotherly kindness is “the love which Christians cherish for each other
as ‘brethren’” (Thayer 653).

b. This word is also translated as “brotherly love” (cf. Rm. 12:10; 1 Th. 4:9;
Heb. 13:1) and “love of the brethren” (cf. 1 Pt. 1:22).

c. Inextra-biblical use this term applied to affection or love for people
belonging to a certain “in-group.”

d. Thisis the “family-like” love we are to have toward our fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ.
2. Aworldwide brotherhood.
a. Becoming a Christian puts us into a worldwide brotherhood and greatly
expands our family (Mk. 10:28-30).
b. What a joy it is to know that wherever there is a church of Christ we have

family.

i. Those that do the will of God are God’s family (Mk. 3:31-35).

ii. When we vacation or travel, we should select a location where there
is a faithful body of Christ that we can worship with.

iii. We should look forward to meeting with our family at every
opportunity.

iv. There is a reason God requires us to assemble together weekly!

v. We should build each other up daily (Heb. 3:12-13).
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vi. We should consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works (Heb. 10:24-25).

3. We need each other and as such we need brotherly love.

a.

Paulinstructed the Romans to have brotherly love (Rm. 12:9-10).

b. Peterinstructed the elect to have “love of the brethren” (1 Pt. 1:22, 3:8).
C.
d. Brotherly love is learned from God (1 Th. 4:9).

The Hebrews writer set forth the frequency of brotherly love (Heb. 13:1).

i. The Thessalonian church practiced brotherly love to the brethren in
all of Macedonia (1.Th. 4:10).

ii. Thisincluded Philippi and Berea.

iii. Paul wanted brotherly love to increase as it must with us today!

Il. Love: The Motivating Element
What is love?

1.

a.
b.

e.

a.
b.

C.

a.

Love basically defined is to seek the highest welfare of the recipient.
This type of love is self-sacrificing and seeks the opportunity to do good
to all (Gal. 6:10).

Love is described in detailin 1 Cor. 13.

. This is the highest note in our symphony, an octave higher than when we

first began.
i. Thisreminds usof1Cor. 13:13.
Love is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

. Love is from God.

One of the attributes of God is love (1.Jn. 4:7-8).

God’s love was shown to us by sending Jesus to die on the cross for our
sins (1.Jn. 4:9-10).

i. God loves the human race (Jn. 3:16).

ii. Godwants everyone to be saved (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

God requires us to love one another (1Jn.4:11-12).

. Love sets the Christian apart from the world.

Love is our “badge of discipleship” (Jn. 13:34-35).

b. We are commanded to love our enemies (Mt. 5:43-47).
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i. Behaving this way toward our enemies moves us toward spiritual
maturity and draws us closer to God (Mt. 5:48).
ii. Considerwhat Christ did for His enemies (Rm. 5:6-8) and for His
friends (Jn. 15:13).
iii. We can pray for our enemies and help them when opportunities arise
(Rm. 12:18-21).
c. Above all else we must love God which means keeping His
commandments (Jn. 14:15, 21, 23-24, 15:9-10, 14).
i. Jesus loved the Father and did what He said (Jn. 14:31).
ii. Ifwe abide in Christ’s Word, we are truly His disciples (Jn. 8:31-32).
d. The first great and second commandments are centered on love.
i. Love toward God (Mt. 22:34-38).
ii. Love toward our fellow man (Mt. 22:39-40).

Conclusion
1. Itis no mistake that the final two notes in the beautiful symphony of our
Christian character are brotherly kindness and love.
a. Everything that we do is to be motivated by love for God and for
mankind.
b. As Christians, we are to allow this love to ring out in our lives such that
the world can hear it.
2. Let ustake care of one another, fellowship with one another, call and visit
one another, and look out for one another.
3. Letus love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
4. Let us love our neighbor as ourselves (Mt. 7:12).
a. My neighboris whom | have the ability and opportunity to help (cf. Lk.
10:25-37).
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