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Introduction 
1. Last week knowledge and self-control were examined ably by Tobias. 

2. All of these character traits work together toward bringing us to a full or 
complete knowledge of God (2 Pt. 1:8). 

a. They work in harmony with God’s “exceedingly great and precious 
promises” (2 Pt. 1:4). 

3. We turn our attention to adding two more traits to our character which are 
perseverance and godliness. 

I. Perseverance: The Enduring Element 
1. What is perseverance? 

a. Perseverance means “a remaining under”; the ability or capacity to 
continue to bear up under difficult or hard circumstances. 

b. This word is also translated as patience [19 of 32 times], enduring [1 of 
32 times], endurance [2 of 32 times], and patient continuance [1 of 32 
times]. 

c. This word means so much more than not getting upset because you 
have to wait in line at Walmart. 

d. The English word comes to us from Latin meaning “through severe.” 

e. Connected with perseverance is being “patient” which has within it the 
idea of “to suffer.” 

2. You mean I have to suffer? 

a. Perseverance implies suffering (Rm. 5:3-4)! 

i. Tribulations are afflictions or distresses; “oppression, affliction, 
tribulation, distress, straits” (Thayer 291); a pressing, pressure. 

b. Men of old suffered greatly (Jm. 5:10-11; Heb. 11:32-40). 

c. Jesus suffered greatly (1 Pt. 2:21-24, 3:18, 4:1). 

d. The apostles suffered greatly (2 Cor. 6:4-10, 11:23-28). 

e. The early church suffered greatly (2 Th. 1:4-6). 

i. Notice it did not stop them from their mission (Ac. 8:1-4)! 

f. The Christian is assured of suffering (2 Tim. 3:12).  
g. Peter showed the necessity and benefit of suffering for the cause of 

Christ (1 Pt. 1:6-7, 2:19-21, 3:17, 4:1-2, 12-16, 19, 5:8-9). 
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3. How can I have perseverance? 

a. The testing of my faith brings about perseverance (Jm. 1:2-4; Rm. 5:3). 

i. Why do we test things? To see what they are made of! 

b. Keep the Word in me (Ps. 119:67, 71). 

i. Faith comes through hearing the Word of God (Rm. 10:17). 

ii. Turning the Word loose because of suffering is deadly (Mt. 13:5-6, 20-
21). 

c. Keep Heaven in my sights (Jm. 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8). 

i. The Christian life is likened to an endurance race (Heb. 12:1-3). 

ii. We must persevere to obtain Heaven and Heaven is worth it all!      

II. Godliness: The Religious Element 
1. What is godliness? 

a. Godliness is a compound word meaning to be “well devout” thus it is 
piety reflecting a God toward attitude which does that which is well-
pleasing to Him. 

i. This is the basic idea of reverence. 

ii. To be devout is to be “devoted to religion or to religious duties or 
exercises” (Merriam-Webster). 

b. This term is used to describe the Gospel (1 Tim. 3:16). 

2. Some qualities of godliness. 

a. It must be exercised, practiced, and followed (1 Tim. 4:7-8, 6:11). 

i. Christianity is a lifelong commitment to God that requires full 
obedience to His will (2 Pt. 3:10-12). 

ii. Godliness is profitable both now and later (1 Tim. 4:8)! 

b. Sourced from the Word of God (1 Tim. 6:3; Tt. 1:1). 

i. God has given us everything we need to know about godliness (and 
life) through the knowledge of Christ (2 Pt. 1:3).  

c. When paired with contentment it is great gain (1 Tim. 6:6). 

3. Sadly, there are false forms of godliness. 

a. Some think gain is godliness (1 Tim. 6:5). 

i. Gain means “money-getting.” 

b. Many false teachers have acquired great wealth: 
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• Benny Hinn is worth an estimated $60 million. 

• Joel Osteen is worth an estimated $100 million. 

• Kenneth Copeland is worth an estimated $300 million. 

• Creflo Dollar is worth an estimated $30 million. 

• Billy Graham at the time of his death had an estimated worth of $25 
million. 

• Rick Warren is worth an estimated $25 million. 

• T.D. Jakes is worth an estimated $20 million. 

• Max Lucado is worth around $10 million. 

• What would happen to these men financially if they started 
preaching the truth? 

• There are restaurants and coffee shops in so-called “church 
buildings,” why? 

c. Others merely “play” Christianity (2 Tim. 3:5). 

i. In other words, they are hypocrites (See Mt. 23). 

ii. “I’m a Christian but I don’t go to church.” 

iii. I need to examine myself to make sure this is not me (2 Cor. 13:5). 

d. I want my godliness to be pure and in accordance with God’s will 
always.         

Conclusion 
1. The Christian life is not an easy one, but it is far better than the alternative. 

2. As my faith is tried and I endure, I grow in perseverance. 

a. This enables me to be able to endure even more challenging trials. 

b. God wants me to be steadfast and committed to Him no matter what. 

c. Patience will see to it that I bear up under these trials. 

3. I must have a proper attitude toward God and do what He says. 

a. In other words, I must have godliness. 

b. True godliness is sourced from God’s Word. 

c. Sadly, there are false forms that far outnumber the genuine godliness I 
am to have. 

i. Do not be deceived by these! 

d. Know the truth, hold to the truth, and practice it! 

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNKJV.2Ti3.5
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNKJV.Mt23
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNKJV.2Co13.5

