February 2, 2025, AM Sermon - Forgiving One Another

Introduction

1.

We serve the God of forgiveness.

a. His very name declares His forgiveness (Ex. 34:6-7).

b. He sent His only begotten Son to shed His blood to enable our
forgiveness (Heb. 10:1-18).

. Our forgiveness from God is linked with our forgiveness of others (Mt. 6:14-

15).
a. Just prior to this statement by Jesus, He taught to pray for forgiveness
contingent on forgiving others (Mt. 6:12; Lk. 11:4).

I. A Willingness to Forgive Others

1.

Il.
. Jesus illustrated that forgiveness must be practiced freely with the parable

Peter asked a question to Jesus about how often he should forgive a

brother who sinned against him (Mt. 18:21).

a. “how often” is a counting word which implies a count is being kept.

b. Love does not operate this way (1 Cor. 13:5 “taketh not account of evil”
ASV 1901).

. Jesus extended Peter’s count from seven to seventy times seven (Mt

18:22).

a. | am told it takes anywhere from a month to several months for a habit
to form.

b. If forgiveness is practiced as Jesus taught it should become part of our
standard behavior.

c. Jesus displayed here the willingness of God to forgive and so our
willingness should follow suit.

. Jesus was willing to forgive His persecutors while on the cross (Lk. 23:34).

a. This forgiveness began to take place on Pentecost (cf. Ac. 2:36ff).
b. We must be willing to forgive others as well as offer it freely.

Forgiving Freely

of the unforgiving servant (Mt. 18:23-35).
a. Tenthousand talents are worth over twelve billion dollars [1.51 billion
denarii] in gold (Mt. 18:24).
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i. Inotherwords, an enormous debt which could not be paid in the
servant’s lifetime or by himself (Mt. 18:25).

b. The servant that owed the enormous debt requested patience (Mt.
18:26).

i. The word “patience” means “to be patient in bearing the offences
and injuries of others; to be mild and slow in avenging; to be long-
suffering, slow to anger, slow to punish” (Thayer 387).

c. The master had compassion, released him, and forgave the debt (Mt.
18:27).

d. The servant who was forgiven by his master was owed one hundred
denarii by his fellow servant (Mt. 18:28a).

i. One hundred denarii are worth eight hundred dollars or one hundred
days working wage (cf. Mt. 20:1-2).

ii. Compared to his debt that was forgiven, this was nothing.

e. The forgiven servant reacted harshly to his fellow servant and
demanded payment to be made (Mt. 18:28b).

f. The fellow servant sought the same patience as the forgiven servant (Mt.
18:29).

g. Instead of practicing forgiveness as his master did, the forgiven servant
threw the fellow servant into prison until the debt could be paid (Mt.
18:30).

i. No compassion, no mercy, no forgiveness, how sad yet this happens
even in the Lord’s church.

ii. Can we not see we are all in need of forgiveness and forgive one
another?

iii. Without God’s forgiveness we are all lost!

h. When the master found out about the forgiven servant’s actions, this
servant lost his forgiveness (Mt. 18:31-34).

i. Itis possible to lose our forgiveness if we are unwilling to forgive our

fellow man.
i. The point of the parable (Mt. 18:35).
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lll. The Conditions of Forgiveness
1. If a brother sins against me, | have the obligation to rebuke him (Lk. 17:3).
a. “rebuke” means to “to express strong disapproval of someone, rebuke,
reprove, censure also speak seriously, warn in order to prevent an
action or bring one to an end” (BDAG 384).
i. Inotherwords, the one who sinned against me must be charged with
the fault.
ii. Goto him/her and him/her alone (Mt. 18:15).
iii. How many problems could be resolved if we just followed this
teaching instead of gossiping and backbiting!
2. The brother who sinned must then repent (Lk. 17:3).
a. Note the conditional “if” before “repents.”
b. Repentance is a change of mind which leads to a change in conduct
always for the better.
c. Repentance will bear fruit and fruit is visible (Mt. 3:8, 7:20).

3. If repentance is present with the one who sinned, then | must forgive him
(Lk. 17:3).
a. Even if it occurs multiple times within the same day contingent on
repentance (Lk. 17:4).
b. This illustrates again a willingness to forgive and highlights what God is
willing to do for us if His conditions for forgiveness are met.
4. God does not forgive without condition and neither can we.
a. Ifthe conditions are met, we must forgive.
Conclusion
1. “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 4:32 NKJV).
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