January 19, 2025, PM Sermon - Developing the Christian Character: Faith and Virtue

Introduction
1. Christians are to be partakers of the divine nature (2 Pt. 1:3-4).
2. It will take diligence to have the Christian character (2 Pt. 1:5).
3. Imust add to my Christian character certain character traits (2 Pt. 1:5).
l. Faith: The Foundational Element
1. Description of faith (Heb. 11:1).
2. Our Christian character must have a solid base.
a. Faith provides us with a solid foundation to build upon.
i. Jesus Christis that foundation (1 Cor. 3:11).
ii. Jesusisthe chief cornerstone (1 Pt. 2:6-10).
b. Our personal faith is derived from the faith (Rm. 10:17).
i. Only one faith which has already been delivered for all time (Eph. 4:5;
Jd. 3).
c. Faith alone or by itself will not accomplish anything (Jm. 2:17).
d. Faith is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).
e. We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).
Il. Virtue: The Exercising Element of Faith
1. Virtue defined.
a. The original language word translated as “virtue” is only found five times
in the Bible (Php. 4:8; 1 Pt. 2:9 “praises”; 2 Pt. 1:3, 5 twice).
b. Christ had this quality.
i. “called us by his own glory and virtue” (2 Pt. 1:3 ASV).
ii. That makes virtue part of the “divine nature” (2 Pt. 1:4).

c. This word has to do with moral excellence or moral goodness.
i. Consider the virtuous woman of Pr. 31:10-31.
ii. Itcanalso mean “manliness” or“valor” (1. Chr. 12:8; cf. 2 Sam. 23:8-
39).
iii. This word was used in other literature to describe military heroes and
their deeds.
iv. Virtue is courage or determination to do what is right no matter what

circumstances oneisin.
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2. Virtue is also the exercising of faith with vigorous action.

a. Virtue talks the talk and walks the walk (Jm. 2:14-20).

b. Abraham had great virtue (Jm. 2:21-24; cf. Gen 22:1-19).
Conclusion

1. To develop the Christian character, we must add to our faith virtue.

2. Our faith grounds us in God’s Word and provides a solid foundation from
which to build upon.

3. Virtue will see to it that our faith is put into practice as we, with courage
and boldness, do what God says no matter what.
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