January 12, 2025, PM Sermon - Developing the Christian Character Introduction

Introduction
1. The whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (1 Jn. 5:19).
a. The world is corrupt and breeds corruption through lust (2 Pt. 1:4; cf.
Gal. 6:8; Eph. 4:22, 29).
b. My own lust can draw me into sin (Jm. 1:13-15).
2. Christians are those that have been called out of darkness into God’s light
(1 Pt. 2:9).
a. We are commanded to grow as Christians (2 Pt. 3:18).

b. The word “character” has been described as who | really am versus
what people think about me.

. Introducing the Christian Character
. Christians are to be partakers of the divine nature (2 Pt. 1:3-4).

_)

a. To be a partaker means to be a sharer.

b. Holiness is under consideration with the divine nature (cf. 1 Pt. 1:13-16).
2. It will take diligence to have the Christian character (2 Pt. 1:5).

a. Inits simplest form diligence means haste or speed.

b. This led to the idea of earnestness in accomplishing, promoting, or
striving after anything.
c. Itwill take effort on my part to add these character traits in my Christian
growth.
3. I must add to my Christian character certain character traits (2 Pt. 1:5).
a. The word “add” means to minister or supply and suggests an abundant
supply.
b. Itis up to me to add these traits to my character.
Il. What Happens When the Christian Character is Lacking?
1. If I do not have these character traits, | am shortsighted, blind, and have
forgotten that | was cleansed from my old sins (2 Pt. 1:9).
a. Shortsightedness describes a condition of only being able to see what is
near.
b. Blindness describes a complete lack of spiritual vision.
c. Past (old) sins are cleansed when a penitent believer is baptized for the
remission of their sins (Ac. 22:16).
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lll. The Benefits of the Christian Character
1. Bearing fruit in the knowledge of Christ (2 Pt. 1:8).
a. Barrenis more often translated as “idle” (cf. Mt. 12:36, 20:3, 6; 1 Tim.
5:13).
b. Unfruitful describes the thorny ground (Mt. 13:22; cf. Mk. 4:19).
c. Observe that when | add all these character traits, they should be

aboundingin me.

2. Make my call and election sure (2 Pt. 1:10).

a. Called by the gospel (2 Th. 2:14).

b. Elect according to obedience of the gospel (1 Pt. 1:1-9).

c. Implies that| could be lost after | have been baptized but should not be!
3. Never stumble (2 Pt. 1:10).

a. The sense of this being to ultimately lose my salvation.
4. Eternal life in Heaven with God (2 Pt. 1:11).

a. Abundantly is connected with riches (cf. Col. 3:16; 1 Tim. 6:17).

b. In other words, with the Christian character | am not just barely going to

enter into the everlasting kingdom but richly will enter in.
Conclusion

1. We will examine in detail the character traits we need to develop as
Christians in the coming weeks.
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