
January 5, 2025, PM Sermon – We Have an Anchor 

Introduction 
1. Acts 27 details a ship voyage in the tempestuous sea. 

a. Anchors are cast to secure the ship and weather the storm. 

2. The Christian life is full of storms of persecutions. 

3. What we need is an anchor to keep us secure through these storms. 

I. God’s Great Promise 
1. God promised to Abraham that he would bless and multiply his seed (Gen. 

22:16-18; Heb. 6:13-14). 

a. It was only after patient endurance that he obtained the promise (Heb. 
6:15). 

b. Patiently endured means to be long-tempered. 

c. Patience is practiced despite difficulties. 

d. Abraham did not give up! 

2. God wants us to have faith and patience as well (Heb. 6:10-12). 

a. Notice the use of the words: “work”, “labor”, “ministered”, “minister” 
and “diligence.” 

b. These are words of action and service! 

c. These words are the very opposite of the word “slothful” which means 
lazy or sluggish. 

d. Instead of being slothful, we are to follow good examples such that we 
might have the same faith and patience to inherit the promises. 

e. Paul wanted the Corinthians to imitate him because he was imitating 
Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). 

f. Christ is our ultimate example especially during suffering (1 Pt. 2:21). 

II. Enter the Necessity of Hope 
1. The word “hope” is introduced in Heb. 6:11. 

a. Hope describes a forward looking with the assurance of something 
good. 

b. Hope that is seen is not hope (Rm. 8:24-25). 

2. Hope is something that we must “lay hold upon” (Heb. 6:18). 

a. “to lay hold” literally means to grab with the hands (cf. Mt. 21:46). 
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b. Metaphorically, it means that no matter what, we are going to hold onto 
that hope. 

3. Hope is an anchor of the soul (Heb. 6:19). 

a. An anchor is designed to secure a ship to the bottom of the sea. 

b. For the sailor, it provides comfort (Ac. 27:29). 

c. “sure” means certain or safe. It also means completely believable or 
worthy of being believed. 

d. “steadfast” means firm or secure or not going to be moved (Ps. 1:3; 1 
Cor. 15:58). 

4. Jesus Christ is our hope (Heb. 6:19-20). 

a. He has ascended into the holy of holies (Heaven) through the veil (cf. 
Mt. 27:51). 

b. Our anchor does not go down but up into Heaven! 

c. Jesus promised to return (Jn. 14:1-4). 

d. We can have this hope that Jesus will come again and that we can be in 
Heaven with Him. 

Conclusion 
1. In this life we will have persecutions and challenges to our faith almost 

daily, if not daily. 

2. We need an anchor to keep us sure and steadfast in the faith. 

3. Jesus Christ is our blessed hope, and the promise of His return motivates 
us to righteousness. 

4. Grab hold of that hope coming down from Heaven with a death grip and 
continue your ascent. 
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