
December 29, 2024, AM & PM Sermons – Reverence in Speech: Corrupt, Masked, and Pure Words 

Introduction 
1. The content of my heart will determine the words that I say (Lk. 6:45). 

2. I have a choice in what words I employ in my speech. 

a. They can be corrupt words. 

b. They can be masked words. 

c. They can be pure words. 

3. To have reverence in speech I must use pure words. 

I. Corrupt Words 
1. Taking God’s name in vain (Ex. 20:7 pp. Dt. 5:11; Mal. 1:11 with Mal. 3:6). 

a. God’s name is excellent and must be treated as such (Ps. 8:1, 9, 34:3). 

b. God’s enemies take His name in vain (Ps. 139:20). 

2. Swearing (Mt. 5:33-37; Jm. 5:12). 

a. Swearing relates to the word “oath” which is defined as “an irreverent or 
careless use of a sacred name broadly: swearword” (Merriam-Webster). 

i. Swearword is defined as “a profane or obscene oath or word” 
(Merriam-Webster). 

3. Cursing (Jm. 3:8-12). 

a. Idea is to wish evil against a person or thing. 

b. Another definition is “to use profanely insolent language against: 
blaspheme” (Merriam-Webster). 

4. Foolish talking and dirty jokes (Eph. 5:3-4). 

a. Foolish talking is the talk of fools which is foolishness and sin put 
together (cf. Ps. 14:1ff; Pr. 24:9, 15:2). 

b. Dirty jokes are also known as “ribaldry” or “course jesting” as translated 
in Eph. 5:4. 

i. Ribald is defined as “crude, offensive” and is “characterized by or 
using coarse indecent humor” (Merriam-Webster). 

5. Lying (Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:25). 

6. Slander (1 Tim. 3:11; 2 Tim. 3:3; Tt. 2:3). 

a. This word is connected with the devil himself. 

b. The words means “to accuse falsely” and typically is designed to 
defame or damage a person’s reputation. 
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c. There are several sub-types of slander: 

i. Whisperers (Rm. 1:29; 2 Cor. 12:20; cf. Pr. 16:28). 

1. This word describes one who slanders in secret and is related to 
gossip (cf. 1 Tim. 5:13 where the meaning is “to throw up bubbles” 
i.e., to indulge in empty and foolish talk). 

2. Translated sometimes as “talebearer” in the Old Testament (Pr. 
26:20, 22). 

ii. Backbiting (2 Cor. 12:20; Rm. 1:30). 

1. Instead of slandering in secret, this individual is open about it. 

7. Boasting (Rm. 1:30; 2 Tim. 3:2; Jm. 4:16; 1 Jn. 2:16). 

a. Boasting is closely related to pride and arrogance. 

b. This describes “an impious and empty presumption which trusts in the 
stability of earthly things” (Thayer 25). 

c. The Syrian king Ben-Hadad was a boaster (1 Kgs. 20:10-11). 

8. Blasphemy (Col. 3:8; 2 Tim. 3:2). 

a. Also translated as “evil speaking” (Eph. 4:31) and “reviling” (2 Pt. 2:11). 

b. Two senses for this word: 

i. Universally it means “slander, detraction, speech injurious to 
another’s good name” (Thayer 102). 

ii. Specifically, it means “impious and reproachful speech injurious to 
the divine majesty” (Thayer 102). 

9. Reviling (1 Cor. 5:11). 

a. This word describes “harsh, insolent, or abusive language” (Merriam-
Webster). 

i. This is a critical word to our salvation as revilers will not go to Heaven 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

b. Christ did not revile thus we should not revile (1 Pt. 2:21-23, 3:8-9). 

II. Masked Words 
1. Innuendos. 

a. An innuendo is defined as “an oblique allusion: hint, insinuation 
especially: a veiled or equivocal reflection on character or reputation” 
(Merriam-Webster). 
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b. Often innuendos are sexual in nature which is speech unbecoming of a 
Christian (Heb. 13:4). 

c. There are several sub-types of innuendos including: 

i. Euphemisms. 

ii. Double entendres. 

2. Euphemisms. 

a. Euphemism is defined as “the substitution of an agreeable or 
inoffensive expression for one that may offend or suggest something 
unpleasant also: the expression so substituted” (Merriam-Webster). 

b. Some common euphemisms which result in taking God’s name in vain, 
swearing, or cursing (all taken from Merriam’s Webster Collegiate 
Dictionary Eleventh Edition): 

• Jeez or Geez: “interjection [euphemism for Jesus] 1923—used as a 
mild oath or introductory expletive (as to express surprise).” 

• Golly: “interjection [euphemism for God] 1775—used as a mild oath 
or to express surprise.” 

• Goodness: “used interjectionally or in phrases especially to express 
mild surprise or shock.” 

• Gosh: “interjection [euphemism for God] 1757—used as a mild oath 
or to express surprise.” 

• Jeepers Creepers: “interjection [euphemism for Jesus Christ].” 

• Darn or Durn: “adjective or adverb [euphemism] 1781: damned.” 

• Cripes: “interjection [euphemism for Christ] 1910—used as a mild 
oath.” 

• Shoot: “interjection [euphemism for a four-letter “s” word TAT] 
1876—used to express annoyance or surprise.” 

• Heck: “noun [euphemism] 1887 hell.” 

c. Other common euphemisms which result in taking God’s name in vain, 
swearing, or cursing: 

• Oh my God (abbreviated as “omg” or “OMG”): often used flippantly 
and irreverently and would fall into the category of taking God’s name 
in vain. 
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• Dad Gummit: “Call it what you will – dadgummit, dagnabbit or 
goldarnit, these alterna-swear words are simply ways your 
grandparents got around breaking any biblical commandments 
against ‘taking the Lord's name in vain’ outright. Replace the first part 
with ‘God’ and the second part with ‘damnit,’ and you get the picture 
easily enough” (Source: https://people.howstuffworks.com/5-ways-
your-grandparents-used-to-swear.htm). 

• For Pete’s sake: “originated as a substitute for ‘for Christ’s (or God’s) 
sake,’ and other similar expressions—as using a shortened form of 
the disciple St. Peter’s name instead was considered less offensive. 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, ‘for Pete’s sake’ came 
into use more than a century ago and prompted similar sayings such 
as ‘for the love of Pete’ in 1906 and ‘in the name of Pete’ in 1942” 
(Source: https://www.plansponsor.com/trivial-pursuits-phrase-
petes-sake-come/). 

• Land: “The word ‘land’ in the exclamation ‘Good land!’ is a 
euphemism for ‘Lord.’ The use of ‘land’ as a euphemistic oath is part 
of a long tradition of mild swearing. In previous blog entries we’ve 
written about the many phrases people use to avoid outright 
profanity, including ‘doggone it,’ ‘dag nab it,’ ‘gosh a’mighty,’ ‘for Pete’s 
sake,’ and ‘by cracky!’” (Source: 
https://www.grammarphobia.com/blog/2013/08/land.html). 

d. Euphemisms of this type should be struck from the Christian’s 
vocabulary (Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6). 

3. Double entendres. 

a. A double entendre is defined as “a word or expression capable of two 
interpretations with one usually risqué” (Merriam-Webster). 

b. This language is not for use by the Christian (Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6). 

III. Pure Words 
1. With grace (Col. 4:6; cf. Eph. 4:29). 

a. This word means “that which affords joy, pleasure, delight sweetness, 
charm, loveliness: grace of speech” (Thayer 665). 
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2. Seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6). 

a. We season food with salt to make it more palatable and enjoyable, so it 
is with our words. 

b. “metaphorically, full of wisdom and grace and hence pleasant and 
wholesome” (Thayer 76). 

3. May know how to answer (Col. 4:6). 

a.  “signifies either ‘to give an answer to a question’ (its more frequent use) 
or ‘to begin to speak,’ but always where something has preceded, either 
statement or act to which the remarks refer, e.g., Matt. 11:25; Luke 14:3; 
John 2:18. The RV translates by ‘answered,’ e.g., Matt. 28:5; Mark 12:35; 
Luke 3:16, where some have suggested ‘began to say’ or ‘uttered 
solemnly,’ whereas the speaker is replying to the unuttered thought or 
feeling of those addressed by him” (Vine 29). 

b. The heart of the righteous studies how to answer (Pr. 15:28). 

c. Must be ready to give a defense (1 Pt. 3:15). 

4. Necessary edification (Eph. 4:29). 

a. The concept with this word is “metaphorically…the act of one who 
promotes another’s growth in Christian wisdom, piety, holiness, 
happiness” (Thayer 440). 

5. Some other pure words: 

a. Keep our word (Mt. 5:37). 

b. Blessing (Mt. 5:44; Rm. 12:14). 

c. Prayer (1 Th. 5:17; Rm. 12:12). 

d. Thanksgiving (1 Th. 5:18; Eph. 5:20). 

Conclusion 
1. Corrupt words must be purged from the Christian’s vocabulary. 

a. These words are part of the old man, but we are a new creation in Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:17). 

2. Once corrupt words are purged, I will have no need to mask my words. 

a. We cannot hide anything from God anyway (Pr. 5:21). 

3. Only pure words will be left to speak and then I must employ them with 
prudence (Pr. 25:11). 
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