December 8, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: Paul

Introduction

1.

We are first introduced to Saul at the stoning of Stephen (Ac. 7:58).
a. Saul was the scourge of the church early on (Ac. 8:1-3).

l. Paul’s Conversion

1.

l.
. Immediately following his baptism, Saul began preaching Christ (Ac. 9:20-

Saulwas in a high position as a Jew.

a. Saul was brought up under a prominent Pharisee named Gamaliel (Ac.
22:3).

b. Saulwas very zealous for the Jewish traditions (Gal. 1:13-14).

c. He was a Hebrew of the Hebrews (Php. 3:5-6).
d. Saul had much to lose but more to gain (Php. 3:7-8; cf. Php. 1:21).

. Saul’s conversion showed his reverence for the Lord Jesus Christ (Ac. 9, 22,

26).

a. People need to know who the Lord is first (Ac. 9:4-5).

b. Saul showed repentance for what he had done (Ac. 9:9, 11).

c. Sauldid not fight baptism, but swiftly obeyed (Ac. 9:10-18; cf. Ac. 22:16,
26:19).

Paul’s Conduct

22).
a. New converts absolutely can preach Christ!

. Saul faced persecution but kept faithful (Ac. 9:23-25, 29-30).

a. He was not like stony ground hearers (Mt. 13:5, 20-21).
b. We need to fortify our faith through diligent study, meditation, and
application of God’s Word.

. Saul saw the need to join a local congregation and labor with them (Ac.

9:26-27; cf. Ac. 11:19-26, 13:1-3, 14:25-28).
a. Elders exercise the oversight of a congregation therefore they need to

know who the members are (1 Pt. 5:1-4).

Saul understood the necessity of foreign evangelism (Ac. 13:1-12).

a. It was during this first evangelistic journey that Saul was identified as
Paul (Ac. 13:9).
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b. Paul would have two other evangelistic trips (cf. Ac. 15:36-18:22, 18:23-

21:15).
c. Our mission is Christ’s mission (Lk. 19:10).
5. Paul did his best to have a good conscience (Ac. 23:1).
a. Thisisthe purpose of the commandment (1. Tim. 1:5).
b. Thisimplies that when he knew better, he did better.
6. Paul went from the scourge of the church to an apostle of Jesus Christ (1
Cor. 15:1-11).
a. The Gospel changes lives and conduct!
lll. Paul’s Correspondence
1. Paul wrote a large portion of the New Testament Scriptures.
a. If Paul wrote Hebrews, then he wrote most of the New Testament at
50,315 English words.
b. Paul’s letters are key to understanding God’s revealed will for

Christianity.
2. Paul knew the necessity of the Scriptures and greatly desired them (2 Tim.
4:9-13).
Conclusion
1. Paulis a great example of reverence.
a. Paulwent from persecuting the church to a great apostle of Jesus
Christ.
b. He left for us a shining example of Christian conduct.
c. He also provided for us, via the Holy Spirit’s inspired writings, treasured
letters that teach us how to live as Christians.
2. Paul provides us with the hope that no matter what we may have done in
our past, we can die right if we will fear God and keep His commandments
(2Tim. 4:6-8).
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