
December 8, 2024, AM Sermon – Reverence in Speech: Speak the Truth 

Introduction 
1. The content of the mind will determine the words that I say (Lk. 6:45; cf. Mt. 

12:34-35). 

a. Words will determine where I will be in eternity (Mt. 12:36-37). 

2. To go to Heaven, I must speak the truth (Ps. 15:1-2). 

a. This means that I must have truth in my mind. 

b. God’s Word is truth so I must have God’s Word in my mind (Jn. 17:17; cf. 
Ps. 119:160). 

3. Words reveal whether or not I am reverent. 

I. I Reverence God When I Speak the Truth 
1. Listen to the voice of wisdom (Pr. 8:1, 6-9). 

a. There was a time when Israel did not listen to wisdom and embraced 
lies (Isa. 59:4; Jer. 9:5). 

b. God wanted them to speak truth (Zec. 8:15-17). 

2. Jesus always reverenced God and He spoke truth and was the truth (Jn. 
1:14, 17, 14:6). 

a. Some of the Jews were like the father of lies (Jn. 8:44-47). 

b. To be like our Heavenly Father, we must speak the truth (Jn. 14:7-9). 

c. To be like Christ, we must hear and speak the truth (Jn. 18:37). 

II. I Reverence God When I Speak the Truth in all Situations 
1. It is never right to do wrong (2 Cor. 13:8). 

a. No lie is of the truth (1 Jn. 2:21). 

b. The Christian must put lying away and speak truth (Eph. 4:25 citing Zec. 
8:16). 

2. There must always be a way of escape when it comes to lying (1 Cor. 
10:13). 

a. God never tempts anyone to sin and lying is always a sin (Jm. 1:13-15; 
Col. 3:9). 

b. Therefore, we can and must speak the truth in all situations. 

III. I Reverence God When I Speak the Truth Regardless of Negative 
Consequences  
1. Man can only do so much to harm me (Mt. 10:28; cf. Ps. 56:11; Heb. 13:6). 
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a. It is a fact that God’s prophets were treated horribly even by His own 
people (Mt. 23:34-37). 

b. Paul was accused of being mad while speaking the truth to King Agrippa 
II (Ac. 26:24). 

c. The Jews murdered the Son of God who always spoke truth and was the 
very embodiment of it (Ac. 2:36; Rev. 3:7; cf. Ac. 7:52). 

2. The worst negative consequence is connected with not speaking the truth 
(Rev. 21:8, 27, 22:15). 

a. To go to Heaven, I must speak the truth (Ps. 15:1-2). 

Conclusion 
1. When it comes to my words, I must speak words of truth. 

a. “The truthful lip shall be established forever, But a lying tongue is but for 
a moment” (Pr. 12:19 NKJV). 

2. I reverence God when I speak the truth in all situations and regardless of 
how it may be received. 

a. I cannot afford to do anything less if I wish to be like Jesus and 
conformed to His image (Rm. 8:29). 
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