November 24, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: Stephen

Introduction
1. Stephen was a great man of God and a member of the Lord’s church in the
First Century.
a. His name means “crown” (Stephanos) cf. Rev. 2:10.
b. There are several things which, per the Biblical record, he was firstin.
i. He was the first recorded non-apostle which practiced miracles after
the beginning of the church (Ac. 6:8).
ii. He was the first recorded martyr for the cause of Christ (Ac. 7:59-8:2,
22:20).
2. Stephen will serve as our next example of reverence.
I. A Servant of the Lord
1. As the church in Jerusalem grew, problems came with the growth (Ac. 6:1).
a. The Hellenist widows were neglected in the daily distribution.
2. Good leadership solves problems as the apostles did (Ac. 6:2-7).
a. Qualifications were given (Ac. 6:3).
b. All seven men chosen by the multitude had Greek names (Ac. 6:5).
c. Theresult of taking care of the Hellenists’ widows and the apostles
ministry of the word was multiplication (Ac. 6:7).
Il. A Defender of the Faith
1. Stephen was full of faith and power (Ac. 6:8).
a. In other words, Stephen was filled up with faith and power. We might say
that he was thoroughly permeated with faith and power.
b. He was the exact opposite of Elymas the sorcerer who was full of all
deceit and fraud (Ac. 13:8-10).
c. Itis evident that Stephen had miraculous ability as he did wonders and
signs among the people.
2. It was not long before Stephen was engaged in conflict with the Jews (Ac.
6:9).
a. The wisdom of God cannot be resisted as itis truth (Ac. 6:10; Jn. 17:17;
2 Cor. 13:8).
3. Typically, when the truth cannot be defeated the person is attacked (Ac.
6:11-15).
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a. This same tactic was used against Jesus (Mk. 14:55-59).

b. Adisciple is not above his teacher (Mt. 10:24-25).

c. There was no guilt, intimidation, or fear on Stephen’s face (Ac. 6:15).
4. Stephen delivered a powerful sermon in defense of the faith (Ac. 7:1-53).

a. Itwas athree-point sermon:

i. God called Abraham who begot Isaac, who begot Jacob, who begot
the twelve patriarchs who sold Joseph into slavery due to envy (cf.
Mt. 27:18) who God raised up to deliver them (Ac. 7:1-16).

ii. God selected Moses to deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian
bondage who the children of Israel rejected and also rebelled against
God’s prophets (Ac. 7:17-50).

iii. God sent Jesus to deliver all people, and the Jews betrayed and
murdered Him (Ac. 7:51-53).

5. Stephen’s sermon was not well-received by most of the listeners (Ac. 7:54-

60).

a. Hereceived negative feedback from the audience as they gnashed at
him with their teeth, cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, ran
at him, cast him out of the city, and stoned him.

b. Jesus also listened to His servant and was standing at the right hand of
God at the same time (Ac. 7:55-56).

c. Stephen had the same attitude toward his persecutors as Jesus did on
the cross (Ac. 7:60; Lk. 23:34).

Conclusion
1. We see in Stephen a servant of the Lord and a defender of the faith.

a. These are not mutually exclusive roles.
b. He was a man who thoroughly reverenced God and fulfilled his role as a
servant and preacher.
2. The church needs men like Stephen and may the Lord bless us so.
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