November 17, 2024, AM & PM Sermon - Food for Thought

Introduction

1. When Jesus was tempted by the devil to turn stones into bread, He quoted
Scripture (Mt. 4:4; cf. Dt. 8:3).
a. God’s Word is spiritual food that sustains to eternal life (Jn. 6:55-58, 63).

2. Once we consume physical food, our bodies must digest it to become
profitable for use.

a. The same is true spiritually and that process is called meditation.
b. Our minds must be allowed to give careful thought to the Scriptures we
have consumed.
c. In other words, to think, consider, ponder, dwell, that is meditate on
God’s Word.

I. Whatever Things Are True

1. This word literally means not hidden or unconcealed.

2. God is certified as true and is true (Jn. 3:33, 8:25-27).

3. God’s Word is true (Jn. 17:17).

Il. Whatever Things Are Noble

1. This word means august, venerable, reverend, or honorable.

2. Godisto be feared or held in reverence (Ecc. 12:13; Ps. 111:9 KJV/ASV
rendering).

3. God’s Word produces understanding of reverence (Pr. 2:1-6).

lll. Whatever Things Are Just

1. This word has to do with what is right, fair, or equitable.

2. Being just stands in contrast to being unjust, wicked, and disobedient (Mt.
5:45, 13:47-50; Lk. 1:17).

3. One who is justis often recognized by others (who themselves may not be
just) as being just.
a. Simeon (Lk. 2:25).

. John (Mk. 6:20).

. Jesus (Mt. 27:19, 24; Ac. 3:14-15, 7:52, 22:14; 1 Pt. 3:18).

. Joseph (Lk. 23:50).

. Cornelius (Ac. 10:22).

4. Godisjust (Rm. 3:26; Rev. 15:3; cf. 1 Jn. 1:9).
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5. God’s Word is just (Rm. 7:12, 1:16-17 with Rm. 10:17; cf. Gal. 3:11; Heb.
10:38).

IV. Whatever Things Are Pure

1. This word means to be pure from every fault or immaculate.

2. Godis pure (1Jn. 3:3).

3. God’s Word is pure and purifies (Pr. 30:5; Ps. 12:6, 119:140, 9).

V. Whatever Things Are Lovely

1. This word means acceptable, pleasing, agreeable, or friendly towards.

2. After Jesus’ resurrection, He asked Peter if he loved Him three times (Jn.
21:17).

VI. Whatever Things Are of Good Report

1. This word means sounding well, well spoken, or reputable.

2. The opposite is seen with Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1 Sam. 2:24; cf.
1Sam. 2:12-17, 22-23).

3. The Gospelis good news and a good report (Isa. 52:7, 53:1; Rm. 10:15-16).

VII. Anything of Virtue

1. This word has to do with moral excellence or moral goodness.

2. Moral excellence is derived from the Word of God (2 Pt. 1:3-5; cf. 2 Tim.
3:16-17).

VIIl. Anything Praiseworthy

1. This word means commendation or the act of expressing admiration or
approval and so, praise.

2. In particular, we want our praise to be from God and not men (Rm. 2:29; 2
Cor. 10:12, 18; cf. 1 Cor. 4:5; Gal. 1:10).

3. There is nothing more praiseworthy than doing what God says in His Book
(Eph. 1:3-6, 12-14; cf. Php. 1:11; 1 Pt. 1:7).

Conclusion

1. God has given us plenty of food for thought in His holy Word.

2. Let us make sure we put these things into application in our everyday lives
(Php. 4:9).
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