
October 20, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: The Thief on the Cross 

Introduction 
1. It is likely that you have heard about the thief on the cross. 

a. False teachers use this thief to teach justification by faith alone or only, 
that water baptism is not essential to conversion or salvation, and/or no 
works salvation. 

b. All of these teachings contradict very clear passages and so they are 
false (Jm. 2.17, 24, 26; Mk. 16.16). 

2. Luke is the only New Testament writer that records the exchange between 
the thieves and Jesus (Lk. 23.39-43). 

a. We know they were thieves from other of the Gospel records (Mt. 27.38, 
44; Mk. 15.27). 

b. Instead of using the thief on the cross to promote false teaching, let us 
allow him to teach us about reverence. 

I. Reverence Demands Standing Up for Jesus (Lk. 23.39-41) 
1. The one criminal blasphemed Jesus, whereas the other rebuked him. 

a. blasphemed (blasphemeo G987) “to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, 
calumniate” (Thayer 102). 

b. rebuked (epitimao G2008) “to tax with fault, rate, chide, rebuke, reprove, 
censure severely” (Thayer 245). 

2. We need to contend and defend (Jd. 3; 1 Pt. 3.15; Php. 1.17). 

a. We are in spiritual warfare (1 Tim. 1.18-20, 6.12; 2 Tim. 4.7; Eph. 6.10-
13). 

3. The thief acknowledged the fact that Jesus had done nothing wrong (Lk. 
23.41). 

a. Neither Pilate nor Herod found any fault in Jesus (Lk. 23.13-15). 

b. Jesus is God and He is worth defending (Jn. 8.44-59; Heb. 7.26-28). 

II. Reverence Demands Repentance (Lk. 23.39-41) 
1. Previously, while on the cross, both criminals reviled Jesus by blasphemy 

(Mt. 27.39-44). 

a. Later, the thief acknowledged his wrongdoing (Lk. 23.41). 

b. Godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation (2 Cor. 7.9-10). 
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2. The best time to repent is the moment we have the need. 

a. This man was at the end of his life, but it was not too late to repent (2 Pt. 
3.9). 

b. God wants all people everywhere to repent (Ac. 17.30-31). 

III. Reverence Understands There is an Impending Judgment (Lk. 
23.40) 
1. To fear God and keep His commandments is man’s all (Ecc. 12.13). 

a. Why? God will bring every work and secret thing into judgment (Ecc. 
12.14). 

b. How many actually believe this? The thief evidently did! 

2. This shows the thief’s belief in a standard of right and wrong (Jn. 12.48). 

a. Otherwise, what are we judged by or with? 

b. The thief understood he was condemned i.e., guilty and thus receiving 
the penalty for his actions. 

c. Whether or not the thief understood he was hanging next to the Judge, 
we must understand this fact and persuade others to obey (2 Cor. 5.10-
11). 

Conclusion 
1. The thief on the cross account has been severely misused. 

a. Indeed, the Scriptures are twisted by untaught and unstable people (2 
Pt. 3.16). 

b. Let us not be guilty of this! 

2. When properly analyzed we see a great example of the fear of the Lord. 

a. We must stand up for Jesus. 

b. When we sin, we must repent. 

c. We must understand that there is a Judgment Day coming and be ready. 

3. We cannot be saved like the thief on the cross today, but we can respond in 
loving obedience to God’s plan of salvation. 
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