
October 13, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: The Lowly Jesus 

Introduction 
1. “There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, No, not one! no, not one!” 

a. So reads part of stanza one of the hymn “No Not One” (396). 

b. Indeed, Jesus was lowly and left for us an excellent example of humility. 

2. Humility is critical to our reverence. 

a. “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way 
And the perverse mouth I hate” (Pr. 8.13 NKJV). 

i. Pride and arrogance are the very opposite of humility thus humility is 
compatible with the fear of the LORD (reverence). 

b. “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, And before honor is 
humility” (Pr. 15.33 NKJV). 

c. “Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, And before honor is 
humility” (Pr. 18.12 NKJV). 

3. Before the Word was made flesh, the prophet Zechariah prophesied of the 
lowly King (Zec. 9.9). 

I. The Lowly King 
1. Jesus entered Jerusalem on crucifixion week on a donkey (Mt. 21.1-11). 

a. The donkey was used for riding and was also a beast of burden (Gen. 
22.3-5, 42.25-26). 

b. The donkey stands in peaceful contrast to the horse which was used for 
battle and connected with armies (Dt. 20.1; Job 39.19-25). 

i. The horse can be connected with pride and vain hope (Ps. 20.7, 
33.16-19; Est. 6.6-9). 

c. Thus, we see here a picture of peace and humility with the Messiah as 
He entered Jerusalem. 

II. The Lowly King Crucified 
1. It took humility for God to become human (Php. 2.5-7). 

a. Not just a human but a bondservant (Php. 2.7). 

2. It took humility for Jesus to submit to death (Php. 2.8). 

a. God is immortal (1 Tim. 6.16). 

i. immortality (athanasia G110) “literally, ‘deathlessness’ (a, negative, 
thanatos, ‘death’)” (Vine 320). 
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b. God is everlasting (Ps. 90.2). 

c. Jesus did not deserve death for He never sinned (1 Pt. 2.21-24; cf. Rm. 
6.23; Jm. 1.14-15). 

d. Not just death but the death of the cross (Php. 2.8). 

3. Remember the accusation written above Jesus on the cross (Mt. 27.37; Mk. 
15.26; Lk. 23.38; Jn. 19.19). 

a. When all four accounts are put together the accusation read “THIS IS 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

b. Remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem. 

III. The Lowly Invitation  
1. Jesus invites all to take His yoke (Mt. 11.28-30). 

2. To enter the kingdom of heaven requires humility (Mt. 18.1-5). 

3. Three selected teachings on humility. 

a. Scribes and Pharisees (Mt. 23.1-12). 

b. Parable of the best places (Lk. 14.7-11). 

c. Parable of the Pharisee and tax collector (Lk. 18.9-14). 

Conclusion 
1. Jesus shows us a perfect example of humility which also highlights His 

reverence. 

a. We must humble ourselves and allow God to do the exalting in due time 
(Jm. 4.10; 1 Pt. 5.5-6). 

b. God did so with the lowly Jesus (Php. 2.9-11). 

2. The way up is down (Lk. 24.50-51; Ac. 1.9). 
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