
October 13, 2024, AM Sermon – Sincere Love of the Brethren 

Introduction 
1. The sermon title comes to us from the text of 1 Pt. 1.22. 

a. Within this verse there are two types of love mentioned: 

i. love of the brethren (philadelphia G5360 fil-ad-el-fee´-ah) “the love 
which Christians cherish for each other as ‘brethren’” (Thayer 653). 

ii. love (agapao G25 ag-ap-ah´-o) “to have a preference for, wish well 
to, regard the welfare of” (Thayer 3). 

2. We must also define sincere since it modifies “love of the brethren.” 

a. sincere (anypokritos G505 an-oo-pok´-ree-tos) “from a, negative, n, 
euphonic, and an adjectival form corresponding to hypokrisis” (Vine 
176). 

i. hypokrisis (G5272 hoop-ok´-ree-sis) “primarily denotes ‘a reply, an 
answer’ (akin to hupokrinomai, ‘to answer’); then, ‘play-acting,’ as 
the actors spoke in dialogue; hence, ‘pretence, hypocrisy’” (Vine 
316). 

b. Sincere then means without hypocrisy [play-acting] or in other words 
genuine, undisguised, or without pretense [fiction; make-believe; false 
show]. 

I. Lay Aside Hypocrisy 
1. Peter instructed the brethren to lay aside several things including hypocrisy 

(1 Pt. 2.1). 

a. Consulting and applying the wisdom from above will solve the problem 
of hypocrisy (Jm. 3.17). 

2. Peter knew well about hypocrisy. 

a. Peter denied Jesus three times after he said he would die for Him (Lk. 
22.31-34, 54-62). 

b. Peter separated himself from the Gentile brethren when the Jews came 
because of fear thus acting hypocritically (Gal. 2.11-13). 

II. Genuinely Loving the Brethren 
1. We should genuinely love the brethren because we were birthed by the 

same process (1 Pt. 1.23-25). 
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a. This is why this love should match or exceed blood relations (Mt. 12.48-
50, 10.37; cf. Lk. 14.26). 

b. We have a worldwide brotherhood we must love (1 Pt. 2.17). 

c. Brethren have been called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light (1 
Pt. 2.9). 

2. Genuine love of the brethren requires genuine consideration, compassion 
[sympathy; understanding], and courtesy [marked by respect for and 
consideration of others] for each other (1 Pt. 3.8-9). 

a. We should be outdoing one another in brotherly love (Rm. 12.10). 

b. Let us remember our faithful brethren are going through the same 
sufferings as we are (1 Pt. 5.9). 

3. Genuine love of the brethren means hospitality without grumbling (1 Pt. 
4.8-9). 

4. Genuine love of the brethren means correcting one another when we need 
it (Rev. 3.19). 

a. Paul did this with Peter (Gal. 2.11-21). 

b. Peter loved Paul (2 Pt. 3.15). 

5. Genuine love of the brethren is more than lip service (1 Jn. 3.18). 

a. If a brother is in need, help (Jm. 2.15-16; Mt. 25.34-40). 

Conclusion 
1. What a blessing it is to be brethren. 

a. In order to be the best brother we can be we will need to lay aside 
hypocrisy so that we can be genuine. 

b. It is only then that we can have the sincere love that Peter wrote about. 

2. We must always remember that Heaven is only available to those who truly 
love each other with God at the center of that love. 

3. Do I have sincere love of the brethren? 

a. If I do I will take care of my brother in whatever need he may have and he 
will do the same for me. 

b. Let us rejoice that God’s love for us is genuine and let us reflect that 
same love to the brethren! 
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