October 6,2024, AM Sermon - Pray Up to God

Introduction

1. “Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything
hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let
your words be few” (Ecc. 5.2 NKJV).

a. This passage was spoken in the context of vows, but a basic and
important principle is found within it, namely that God is in heaven, and
we are on earth.

b. God must humble [bring low] Himself to behold the earth (Ps. 113.5-6).

c. Therefore, when we pray to the God of heaven, our prayers by definition
must go up.

2. How we pray to the God of heaven is of extreme importance.

a. We are not praying to the created but to the Creator (Ps. 146.5-6; cf. Isa.
45.18).

b. We are not praying to dead objects but to the living God (Ps. 115.3-8).

c. We are not praying to the impotent but to the Omnipotent (Job 8.5; Eph.
3.20-21).

I. Addressing Our Prayers Properly
1. Jesus teaches us who to pray to (Lk. 11.1-4).

a. The appropriate addressee is the Father (Lk. 11.2).

b. His abode has always been and will always be in heaven (Lk. 11.2; cf.
Mt. 5.16, 45, 48).

2. Jesus’ example teaches us who to pray to (Jn. 17.1-5).

a. Therefore, by explicit teaching and example we know exactly who we are
authorized to pray to, the Father.
b. In all that we do, including prayer, we do by the authority of Jesus (Col.
3.17).
Il. To Pray to the Father Properly One Must Be His Child
1. Jesus was in a position to address the Father because He was His only
begotten Son (Jn. 1.14, 18, 3.16, 18; 1 Jn. 4.9).
a. In ageneric sense, all people are the offspring of God (Ac. 17.28-29).

i. There comes a point when all accountable people sin and the ability
to pray acceptably is severed (Rm. 3.23, 7.9; Isa. 59.1-2).
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b. We are in a position to address the Father when we become His
adopted children (Gal. 3.26-4.7).
i. Itis possible after we become His adopted children to have our
prayer life negatively impacted (1 Pt. 3.7).
2. Jesus was in a position to be heard by the Father because of His obedience
to Him.
a. The Father always heard Jesus (Jn. 11.41-42).
b. Jesus always did the will of the Father (Jn. 5.30, 6.38, 8:29).
c. We are in a position to be heard by the Father when we obey Him (1 Jn.
3.22,5.14-15; 1 Pt. 3.12).
i. The opposite is also true (Ps. 66.18; Pr. 28.9; Jn. 9.31).
lll. Our Prayers Must Be Reverent
1. The Father must be reverenced in prayer (Lk. 11.2).
a. Hallowed (hagiazo G37) “to render or acknowledge to be venerable [to
regard with reverential respect or with admiring deference]” (Thayer 6).

i. Often this Greek word is translated as some form of “sanctify” (cf. Jn.
17.17) and one time as “holy” (Rev. 22.11).
ii. Holyis God’s name (Ps. 111.9).
2. There must be a bowing of the heart to the Father in prayer.
a. Paul bowed his knees as a sign of reverence (Eph. 3.14).
b. Elijah bowed down and put his face between his knees (1 Kgs. 18.42;
Jm. 5.17-18).
c. Our hearts and souls must be poured out (Ps. 62.8; 1 Sam. 1.10, 15).
3. The language of our prayers must be reverent.

a. Solomon’s prayer of dedication for the temple illustrates this point well
(1 Kgs. 8.22-53).
Conclusion
1. God isin heaven, and we must always remember that when addressing

Him.

2. Jesus has afforded His followers boldness to approach the throne of grace
in prayer (Heb. 4.14-16).

3. We do not talk down to God, we pray up to Him!
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