
September 22, 2024, PM Sermon – The Problem of Sin 

Introduction 
1. Man has a big problem. 

a. Before man knew he had a problem, God already had the solution. 

b. That problem is sin, and the solution is Christ and His church (Eph. 3.9-
11). 

2. In the religious world, so much emphasis is placed on Christ but not nearly 
as much on His church. 
a. Thousands of denominations, not to mention cults, now exist giving rise 

to the thought that one is just as good as another. 

b. This line of thinking contributes to the problem of sin by introducing 
unauthorized practices and confusion (1 Cor. 1.10, 14.33, 40; Col. 3.17). 

c. Man cannot fix sin by himself thus he needed the plan and solution from 
God (Mk. 10.26-27; Ac. 5.38-39). 

d. Man cannot improve upon God’s solution therefore we only need and 
can have one church to counteract the effects of sin (Eph. 4.4, 1.22-23). 

3. To solve the problem of sin, sinners must be converted to saints. 
a. Saints must be able to work together in a local area to grow and make 

more saints while also being part of a universal body of saved 
individuals.   

b. Thus, the church is needed locally and universally because sin is both a 
local and universal problem.  

I. What is Sin? 
1. Sin is the transgression of God’s law i.e., lawlessness (1 Jn. 3.4). 

2. Sin is not doing what we know is right to do (Jm. 4.17). 

3. Sin is the violation of our conscience (Rm. 14.23; 1 Jn. 3.20). 

a. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Rm. 10.17). 

4. Sin is unrighteousness (1 Jn. 5.17). 

5. Sin is going beyond the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9). 

II. Why is Sin a Problem? 
1. God views sin as disgusting (Isa. 1.5-6). 

2. Sin cost the death of God’s only begotten Son therefore there is no such 
thing as a “little sin” (1 Pt. 3.18; Rm. 5.8-10). 

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Eph3.9-11
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Eph3.9-11
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Co1.10
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Co14.33
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Co14.40
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Col3.17
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Mk10.26-27
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNKJV.Ac5.38-39
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Eph4.4
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Eph1.22-23
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Jn3.4
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Jas4.17
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Ro14.23
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Jn3.20
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Ro10.17
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Jn5.17
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.2Jn9
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.Is1.5-6
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleKJV.1Pe3.18
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNKJV.Ro5.8-10


September 22, 2024, PM Sermon – The Problem of Sin 

3. Sin enslaves (Jn. 8.31-34; cf. Rm. 6.12-21). 

4. Sin results in death. 

5. There is a process by which sin kills (Jm. 1.13-15). 

III. What is the Solution to Sin? 
1. Sin is a universal problem therefore it requires a universal solution (Rm. 

3.23-26; 1 Tim. 2.6; 2 Cor. 5.14). 

a. Christ came not only to die on the cross for all people, but to build His 
church (Mt. 16.13-19). 

b. He only built one church which is His body (Eph. 1.20-23, 4.4). 

c. An accountable person is added by God to the universal church upon 
obedience to God’s plan of salvation (Ac. 2.38-41, 47). 

2. Sin is a local problem therefore it requires a local solution (Lk. 13.1-5). 

a. There is only one universal church of Christ however, she is present 
locally by autonomous [self-governing] congregations (1 Cor. 1.1-2; Php. 
1.1; Ac. 14.23, 20.17; Rev. 1.4). 

b. One must join himself or herself to a local congregation to labor with 
them as Saul did after his conversion (Ac. 9.26-28). 

3. Christ is the Savior of His body therefore I must be in the church to find the 
solution to sin (Eph. 5.23). 

a. I get in by the washing of water by the word (Eph. 5.26; Gal. 3.26-27). 

4. The church in turn influences the world for good perpetuating the solution 
to sin (Eph. 5.27; Mt. 5.13-16; Php. 2.12-16). 

a. This solution can never be improved on for it came from the mind of 
God! 

b. Denominationalism will always contribute to the problem of sin for they 
are sinful to begin with! 

Conclusion 
1. Man has a sin problem, but God has the solution, and it is Christ and His 

church. 

2. Not only does this solution impact the sinner by converting them to a saint, 
but it also acts as a nucleus by which others can be saved by the 
propagation of the gospel. 
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