September 22, 2024, AM Sermon - Seven Churches of Asia: Laodicea

Introduction

1.

- -

l.
. Salutation (Rev. 3.14a).

Last week we examined the church in Philadelphia.

a. They had a little strength, had kept Christ’s word, and had not denied
His name.

b. Jesus promised to keep them through the hour of trial.

. Background

Laodicea was located about 40 miles east of Ephesus in the region of

Phrygia.

a. Laodicea did not have an adequate water supply where it was located,
so a six-mile-long aqueduct was erected to bring in water from the
north.

. Prior to the Romans, the city of Laodicea was rather insignificant. However,

when the Roman province of Asia formed in 190 B.C., it became very
wealthy.

. Laodicea suffered from a devastating earthquake in A.D. 60.

a. When the Romans offered aid to the city, the citizens refused and rebuilt
the city at their own expense.

Letter Structure and Exposition

a. Addressed to the angel (messenger) of the church of the Laodiceans
similar to the other letters.

. Description of Christ (Rev. 3.14b).

a. “These things says the Amen...” (Rev. 3.14 NKJV).
b. “..the Faithful and True Witness...” (Rev. 3.14 NKJV).
c. “..the Beginning of the creation of God” (Rev. 3.14 NKJV).

. Compliment or Commendation.

a. No compliment or commendation was given to this congregation by
Jesus.

Criticism or Condemnation (Rev. 3.15-18).

a. “l know your works...” (Rev. 3.15 NKJV).

b. “..thatyou are neither cold nor hot...” (Rev. 3.15 NKJV).

c. “..Icould wish you were cold or hot” (Rev. 3.15 NKJV).
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d. “Sothen, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will
vomit you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3.16 NKJV).
e. “Because you say...” (Rev. 3.17 NKJV).
f. “..lamrich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing...” (Rew.
3.17 NKIJV).
g. “..and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked...” (Rev. 3.17 NKJV).
h. “l counselyou...” (Rev. 3.18 NKJV).
i. “..tobuyfrom Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich...” (Rev.
3.18 NKJV).
j. “..and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your
nakedness may not be revealed...” (Rev. 3.18 NKJV).
k. “..and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see” (Rev. 3.18
NKIJV).
5. Callto Repentance (Rev. 3.19).
a. “As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten...” (Rev. 3.19 NKJV).
b. “..Therefore be zealous and repent” (Rev. 3.19 NKJV).
6. Exhortation (Rev. 3.20).
a. “Behold, | stand at the door and knock...” (Rev. 3.20 NKJV).
b. “..If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | willcome in to him
and dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3.20 NKJV).
7. Promise (Rev. 3.21-22).
a. “To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” (Rev. 3.21 NKJV).
b. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”
(Rev. 3.22 NKJV).

Conclusion

1. The church in Laodicea teaches us valuable lessons.
a. Apathy makes the Lord sick.
b. Riches and wealth can blind us to following the will of the Lord.
c. Love requires rebuke, chastening, and repentance.
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