
September 15, 2024, AM Sermon - Seven Churches of Asia: Philadelphia 

Introduction 
1. Last week we examined the church in Sardis. 

a. They had a name or reputation that they were alive, but their character 
was one of death. 

b. Still, amidst the majority of deadness there were a few who had not 
defiled themselves. 

I. Background 
1. The city of Philadelphia was located 28 miles southeast of Sardis and 105 

miles east of Smyrna. 

a. The city was built upon four or five hills almost 1,000 feet above sea 
level. 

b. Philadelphia laid on a major trade route from the West to the East. 

c. The city was a center for the spread of Hellenism in Eastern Lydia and 
Phrygia. 

2. Philadelphia had fertile soil from which grapes were grown in abundance. 

a. This factored into their religion as they worshipped Dionysus the god of 
wine, also known as Bacchus the god of vegetation. 

b. Other temples prevailed in the city including to Artemis, Helios, Zeus, 
and Aphrodite. 

c. This gave rise later in history to the city being called “Little Athens” due 
to its many temples and festivals (cf. Ac. 17.16). 

3. The city received its name from King Attalus II because of his devotion to 
his brother Eumenes II. 

a. Philadelphia means “the city of brotherly love.” 

4. Earthquakes were frequent in Philadelphia. 

a. A prominent earthquake in A.D. 17 destroyed the city as well as caused 
serious damage to 11 other cities in Asia Minor, including Sardis (cf. Mt. 
24.7). 

5. Today the city is known as Alaşehir located in the Manisa Province of 
Turkey. 

II. Letter Structure and Exposition 
1. Salutation (Rev. 3.7a). 

a. Addressed to the angel (messenger) of the church in Philadelphia 
similar to the other letters. 

2. Description of Christ (Rev. 3.7b). 

a. “…He who is holy…” (Rev. 3.7 NKJV). 

b. “…He who is true…” (Rev. 3.7 NKJV). 
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c. “…He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and 
shuts and no one opens” (Rev. 3.7 NKJV). 

3. Compliment or Commendation (Rev. 3.8). 

a. “I know your works…” (Rev. 3.8 NKJV). 

b. “…See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it…” 
(Rev. 3.8 NKJV). 

c. “…for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied 
My name” (Rev. 3.8 NKJV). 

4. Criticism or Condemnation. 

a. Jesus had no criticism or condemnation for this church similar to 
Smyrna. 

5. Call to Repentance. 

a. Since there was no condemnation for this church there was nothing to 
repent of. 

6. Exhortation (Rev. 3.9-11). 

a. “Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are 
Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship 
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you” (Rev. 3.9 NKJV). 

b. “Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you 
from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast 
what you have, that no one may take your crown” (Rev. 3.10-11 NKJV). 

7. Promise (Rev. 3.12-13). 

a. “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he shall go out no more…” (Rev. 3.12 NKJV). 

b. “…I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My 
God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name” (Rev. 3.12 NKJV). 

c. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” 
(Rev. 3.13 NKJV). 

Conclusion 
1. The church in Philadelphia teaches us valuable lessons. 

a. Opportunity is present to do the work of the Lord. 

b. Even in a congregation with a little strength, God’s will can and must be 
done. 

c. We will have trials, but we can endure through them. 
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