
September 8, 2024, AM Sermon - Seven Churches of Asia: Sardis 

Introduction 
1. Last week we examined the church in Thyatira. 

a. They were growing yet they were also allowing a false prophetess to 
teach and seduce Christ’s servants into sin. 

2. We must be careful in our growth to guard against false teaching and 
practices. 

I. Background 
1. The city of Sardis was located about thirty miles southeast of Thyatira. 

a. It was situated over fifty miles inland of the Aegean Sea. 

b. It was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia. 

c. The river Pactolus flowed near where Sardis was located. 

2. Gold was found in the sand of the river Pactolus and gold and silver coins 
were minted in Sardis. 

3. The city was built on a hill surrounded on three sides by cliffs. 
a. This gave the inhabitants a false sense of security which led to their 

capture at least twice in history. 

b. In A.D. 17, the city was destroyed by an earthquake and was rebuilt but 
it never regained its former glory. 

4. In Sardis they worshipped the goddesses Cybele and Artemis. 
a. Artemis was also known as Diana and connected with immoral 

practices. 

b. They also worshipped Zeus. 

5. Today the city is known as Sart located in the Manisa Province of Turkey. 

II. Letter Structure and Exposition 
1. Salutation (Rev. 3.1a). 

a. Addressed to the angel (messenger) of the church in Sardis similar to 
the other letters. 

2. Description of Christ (Rev. 3.1b). 

a. “…He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars…” (Rev. 3.1 
NKJV). 
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3. Compliment or Commendation. 

a. Jesus did not have anything good to begin with regarding this 
congregation. 

4. Criticism or Condemnation (Rev. 3.1c-2). 

a. “…I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you 
are dead” (Rev. 3.1 NKJV). 

b. “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to 
die, for I have not found your works perfect before God” (Rev. 3.2 NKJV). 

5. Call to Repentance (Rev. 3.3). 

a. Jesus commanded this church to remember. 

b. Jesus commanded this church to hold fast. 

c. Jesus commanded this church to repent. 

6. Exhortation (Rev. 3.4). 

a. “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments…” (Rev. 3.4 NKJV). 

b. “…and they shall walk with Me in white…” (Rev. 3.4 NKJV). 

i. White symbolizes purity (1 Jn. 3.1-3; cf. 1 Jn. 1.5-10). 

c. “…for they are worthy” (Rev. 3.4 NKJV). 

7. Promise (Rev. 3.5-6). 

a. “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments…” (Rev. 3.5 
NKJV). 

b. “…and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life…” (Rev. 3.5 
NKJV). 

c. “…but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels” 
(Rev. 3.5 NKJV). 

d. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” 
(Rev. 3.6 NKJV). 

Conclusion 
1. The church in Sardis teaches us valuable lessons. 

a. Our reputation may not match our character. 

b. We cannot be pleasing to God as chameleon Christians. 

c. Even in a dying congregation, there can be life. 
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