
September 1, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: The Temptation of Jesus 

Introduction 
1. The temptation of Jesus took place immediately following His baptism (Mk. 1.9-13). 

a. Satan desires children of God to fall and has no issue attacking a new convert 
(cf. Ac. 8.9-24). 

2. Temptation means “to solicit [entice; lure] to sin” (Thayer 498). 
a. Sin has pleasure, or it would not be alluring (Heb. 11.25 “passing [temporary] 

pleasures of sin”). 
b. Sin comes with too high of a price tag in the end (Rm. 6.23). 

3. Satan is the tempter. 
a. Devil means “accuser” (Mt. 4.1). 
b. Satan means “adversary” (Mk. 1.13). 
c. The devil is like a roaring lion (1 Pt. 5.8-9). 
d. He uses three avenues to tempt which are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life (1 Jn. 2.16). 
e. God does not tempt anyone to do evil (Jm. 1.13-16). 

4. Jesus had fasted for forty days and nights prior to His temptation (Mt. 4.2). 
a. Jesus was absent from people (Mk. 1.13). 
b. Isolation is no place of safety from temptation. 
c. Let us stay close to God and His people. 

I. The First Temptation: Lust of the Flesh (Mt. 4.3-4) 
1. Satan is the master of sowing doubt. 

a. Satan attempted to induce distrust in God by using the little word “if.” 
b. Jesus is the Son of God as the Father had declared at His baptism (Mt. 3.16-17). 

2. The temptation was to use a miracle to satisfy His own fleshly desire of hunger. 
a. The purpose of miracles was not to indulge the flesh (Mk. 16.20). 
b. Miracles were not to be used for selfish reasons. 

3. The answer of Jesus to the temptation was the citation of Scripture (Mt. 4.4). 
a. We need Biblical authority for everything we say and do (Col. 3.17). 
b. Jesus cited from Dt. 8.3. 
c. Scripture was used to defeat the temptation. 

II. The Second Temptation: Pride of Life (Mt. 4.5-7) 
1. The location of this temptation was in Jerusalem or “the holy city” at the temple (cf. 

Neh. 11.1). 
a. Pinnacle describes “any pointed extremity; some understand this of the top or 

apex of the sanctuary, others of the top of Solomon’s porch, and others of the 
top of the Royal Portico” (Thayer 556). 
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b. The pinnacle of the temple would be a highly visible location with many 
spectators. 

2. Satan used the word “if” again. 
a. Satan believes that Jesus is the Son of God as do the demons (Jm. 2.19). 
b. How foolish men are to deny the Divinity and Sonship of Jesus Christ! 
c. Satan attempts, through temptation, to get us to disbelieve, distrust, and 

disobey God. 
3. This temptation sought to produce pride in Jesus. 

a. Satan is the prince of pride (1 Tim. 3.6). 
b. Satan knows Scripture as he quotes from Ps. 91.11-12. 
c. All glory must be given to God and not to self (1 Cor. 10.31; 1 Pt. 4.11; 2 Pt. 3.18). 

4. The answer of Jesus to the temptation was the citation of Scripture (Mt. 4.7) 
a. We need Biblical authority for everything we say and do (Col. 3.17). 
b. Jesus cited from Dt. 6.16. 
c. Satan has the obligation to refrain from tempting God just as we do. 

III. The Third Temptation: The Lust of the Eyes (Mt. 4.8-10) 
1. Satan appealed to the eye of man which is never satisfied with seeing (Ecc. 1.8). 

a. If our eye causes us to sin, pluck it out (Mk. 9.47). 
b. Satan put on an exhibition of the earthly kingdoms of the world. 
c. Soon the everlasting kingdom of God would be established which would 

consume the world’s kingdoms one-by-one (Dan. 2.44). 
d. Luke’s record shows the temptation was rooted in the swift transfer of authority 

(Lk. 4.6). 
2. The final “if” appears but this time in reference to the worship of Satan (Mt. 4.9). 

a. Satan desires to be worshipped still today. 
3. The answer of Jesus to the temptation was the citation of Scripture (Mt. 4.10). 

a. We need Biblical authority for everything we say and do (Col. 3.17). 
b. Jesus cited from Dt. 6.13. 
c. Jesus did not compromise with Satan and as such, He received all authority from 

the Father (Mt. 28.18). 
Conclusion 
1. The temptation of Jesus shows us that Jesus reverenced God. 

a. Every temptation was met with Scripture. 
b. Jesus never gave in to the temptation and sinned (Heb. 4.15). 
c. Satan was defeated, but do not let your guard down (Lk. 4.13)! 

2. If Jesus can reverence God than we can too! 
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