August 25, 2024, PM Sermon - Examples of Reverence: The Baptism of Jesus

Introduction

1. John the Immerser was fulfilling his ministry when Jesus came to be
baptized by him (Mt. 3.13-17; cf. Mk. 1.9-11).
a. Luke’s record informs us that Jesus prayed at His baptism (Lk. 3.21).

2. The next event in the life of Jesus we will examine is His baptism.

l. Jesus Was Baptized by John the Immerser (Mt. 3.13)

1. John’s baptism was of repentance for the remission of sins (Mk. 1.4).

2. John’s baptism was in water (Mk. 1.5).

3. John’s baptism was temporary (Ac. 18.24-26, 19.1-5).

Il. The Baptism of Jesus Was Unique in That He Had No Sin

1. Jesus knew no sin and thus was the perfect sacrifice for sin (2 Cor. 5.21).

2. Jesus was tempted in all points as we are yet without sin (Heb. 4.15).

3. InJesus thereis nosin(1Jn. 3.5).

4. Hence, John’s prevention (Mt. 3.14) and Jesus’ permission (Mt. 3.15) at His
baptism.

lll. The Purpose of Jesus Being Baptized Was to “fulfill all

righteousness” (Mt. 3.15)

1. John’s baptism was from heaven (Lk. 7.29-30, 20.1-8).

2. John came in the way of righteousness (Mt. 21.32).

IV. Righteousness and Justification

1. The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel of Christ (Rm. 1.16-17).
a. The gospelis God’s system of justification or righteousness.
b. The Scriptures provide instruction in righteousness (2 Tim. 3.16).

2. Righteousness (justification) must be craved (Mt. 5.6).
a. Itis available for those who hunger and thirst after it.

b. Christianity is not a religion of coercion, but persuasion (Ac. 26.28).
3. Righteousness results in persecution (Mt. 5.10-12)
a. We should expect persecution if we are living godly (2 Tim. 3.12).
4. Righteousness must be sought with the highest priority (Mt. 6.33).
a. The church (kingdom of God) is inseparably linked with righteousness.
b. The church and righteousness are priority number one. Nothing higher.
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5. Obedience leads to righteousness (Rm. 6.16).
a. Another way this could be rendered is “obedience leading to
justification” and thus salvation (Heb. 5.9).
6. Everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him (1.Jn. 2.29).
a. This links back to baptism (Jn. 3.3-5; 1 Pt. 1.22-23).
b. There is no righteousness or justification outside of baptism.
c. Salvation never precedes baptism (Mk. 16.16; Ac. 2.38; 1 Pt. 3.21).
V. The Father Was “well pleased” With Jesus (Mt. 3.17)
1. Jesus always pleased the Father (Jn. 8.29).
a. We are to have the mind of Christ (Php. 2.5-8).
2. Jesus spoke what He heard from His Father (Jn. 12.49).
a. We believe therefore we speak (2 Cor. 4.13; cf. Ps. 116.10).
3. Jesus commanded baptism and linked it with salvation (Mk. 16.16).
a. Therefore, if we reject baptism today, we are not well pleasing to either
the Father or the Son!
b. If we are not well pleasing to God we are not going to heaven (Mt. 7.21-
23).
Conclusion

1. The baptism of Jesus shows us that Jesus reverenced God.
a. Jesus submitted to John’s baptism, not because He had sin, but to fulfill
all righteousness.
b. Jesus was well pleasing to His Father.
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