
August 25, 2024, AM Sermon - Seven Churches of Asia: Pergamos 

Introduction 
1. Last week we examined the physically poor but spiritually stalwart church 

at Smyrna. 

2. Jesus had no condemnation for this congregation. 

3. The next congregation will not fare as well, but our merciful Savior grants 
the opportunity to change. 

I. Background 
1. Pergamos (also known as Pergamum) was located north of Smyrna. 

2. It was called “Asia’s most illustrious city.” 

3. At Pergamos, they invented and produced parchment. 

4. Today the city is known as “Bergama,” and it is located in the Izmir Province 
of Turkey.  

II. Letter Structure and Exposition 
1. Salutation (Rev. 2.12a). 

a. Addressed to the angel (messenger) of the church in Pergamos similar 
to the other letters. 

2. Description of Christ (Rev. 2.12b). 

a. Jesus is described as, “…He who has the sharp two-edged sword” (Rev. 
2.12 NKJV). 

3. Compliment or Commendation (Rev. 2.13). 

a. Jesus perfectly knew their works. 

b. Jesus perfectly knew where they were dwelling. 

c. Jesus perfectly knew that they held fast His name and did not deny His 
faith even when faced with martyrdom. 

4. Criticism or Condemnation (Rev. 2.14-15). 

a. Jesus had “a few things against” this congregation. 

b. There were present in the church in Pergamos those that held the 
doctrine of Balaam and the Nicolaitans. 

5. Call to Repentance (Rev. 2.16). 

a. Jesus commanded this congregation to repent. 

b. Jesus stated if they did not repent, He would come to them quickly and 
fight against them with the sword of His mouth. 
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6. Exhortation. 

a. No additional exhortation was given to this congregation by the Lord 
prior to the promise. 

7. Promise (Rev. 2.17). 

a. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches…” 
(Rev. 2.17 NKJV). 

b. “…To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat…” 
(Rev. 2.17 NKJV). 

c. “…And I will give him a white stone…” (Rev. 2.17 NKJV). 

d. “…and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him 
who receives it” (Rev. 2.17 NKJV).  

Conclusion 
1. The church at Pergamos teaches us valuable lessons. 

a. Even when we are surrounded by the enemy, we can remain faithful to 
Christ. 

b. Even in a church holding onto Christ and not denying the faith, false 
doctrine can be tolerated to her own demise. 

c. It is never right to hold to a false belief. 

d. God’s Word will endure forever and as such we must know it and keep it. 

2. Let us be ever vigilant to keep our guard up against false doctrine. 

3. We look forward to eating the hidden manna and receiving a white stone 
with a new name. 

a. All these blessings can be enjoyed by the faithful with God in heaven. 

b. Will you become a member of the New Testament church? 
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