August 11, 2024, AM Sermon - Seven Churches of Asia: Ephesus

Introduction

1.

Each congregation of the Lord’s church can be found upon the pages of
Holy Writ in one (or more) of the seven churches of Asia recorded in
Revelation 2-3.

. We seek to examine each congregation with the following structure:

a. The background of the congregation.
b. The structure and exposition of the letter.

I. Background

1.

The church at Ephesus was established by the Apostle Paul (Ac. 18.18-21,
19.1-7).
Ephesus was a seat of proconsular government (Ac. 19.38).

Ephesus was the most important city in the Roman province of Asia (now
Turkey).

The temple of Diana (Greek goddess Artemis), a shrine of worldwide
reputation, was there (Ac. 19.24-35).

. Magical arts were practiced in abundance at Ephesus (Ac. 19.19).
l.
. Salutation (Rev. 2.1a).

Letter Structure and Exposition

a. Angel simply means “messenger” and can be applied to human beings
(e.g., Hag. 1.1, 13; Mal. 3.1 with Mt. 11.10).

. Description of Christ (Rev. 2.1b).

a. Jesusis described as, “...He who holds the seven stars in His right
hand...” (Rev. 2.1 NKJV).

b. Christisthe One holding not only this star, but all seven stars in His
hand.

c. Christis described as, “...He who...walks in the midst of the seven
golden lampstands...” (Rev. 2.1 NKJV).

. Compliment or Commendation (Rev. 2.2-3).

a. Jesus provided many compliments to this congregation.
b. Jesus perfectly knew their works.

c. Jesus perfectly knew their labor.

d. Jesus perfectly knew their patience.
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e. Jesus perfectly knew they could not bear those who were evil.
f. Jesus perfectly knew they tested those claiming to be apostles and
found them liars.
g. Jesus perfectly knew they had persevered.
h. Jesus perfectly knew they had labored for His name’s sake and had not
become weary.
4. Criticism or Condemnation (Rev. 2.4).
a. There was a problem with this congregation, and it was one that can
affect us today: they had left their first love.
b. The church at Ephesus had a heart problem.
5. Callto Repentance (Rev. 2.5).
a. Christ commanded this congregation to remember from where they had
fallen.
b. Christ commanded them to repent.
c. Christ commanded them to do the first works.
6. Exhortation (Rev. 2.6-7a).
a. The Ephesian church hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans.
b. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches...”
(Rev. 2.7a NKJV).
7. Promise (Rev. 2.7b).
a. Thereisvictory in Jesus for those that overcome evil.
b. Man was once separated from the tree of life (cf. Gen. 3.24), but now we
can be reunited through faithful obedience.
c. The tree of life resides in Heaven (Rev. 22.1-2).
Conclusion
1. The church at Ephesus teaches us valuable lessons.
a. We can be doctrinally right but lack the proper motivation (love) for what
we do.
b. Itis possible to lose our identity as a congregation of the church of
Christ.
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